FroM THE CLERK

Waitingfor Tom Fox

Inthe past few months, the Yearly Meeting,
individua Friends, and several monthly meetingshave
been traumatized by the abductionin Irag of our
Friend Tom Fox, amember of Langley Hill Friends
Mesting.

Tom'scourage and faithfulnesshaveinspired
us. Throughout the Yearly Meeting, Friendshave
engagedinvigils, interfaith prayer services, media
outreach, and other actions on an ongoing basis. For
example, at FriendsHouseevery night after dinner
Friendsgather for aMeeting for Worship for Tom
anddl inlrag. When at home, the members of
Midlothian Meeting light candlesto hold Tominthe
Light. Other meetingshave ongoingweekly prayer
vigils

But we need to acknowledgethat there has
been traumatoo. Individual Friendscanfind
themselvesimmobilized, unableto get onwith their
lives, and waiting, lwayswaiting, for newsof Tom
and praying, wayspraying, for hissafereturn.

OneFriend, afirgt-timeattender at Yearly
Meeting session thispast August, spent anintense
week working with Tom, asboth were Friendly
Adult Presenceswith our Young Friendscommunity.
After hisabduction, athough shehad only met Tom
thisonetime, shefound hersalf constantly checking
newsreportsfor newsof Tom.

Thistraumahas|eft someof usanxious,
grieving for theinjury inflicted on our Friendand on
our communities. Asindividuals, werespond
differently togrief. Someareangry; othersnumb.
Somework hard to keep feelingsat bay; othersact
out anger and distress. Friendsmay cyclethrough

thesefedlingsand other Friends may be puzzled by
theintensereactionsin our community. For some,
including me, past traumas becomeresurrected, and
we need to deal with these past traumasaswell as
thecurrent situation. To recognizeand honor the
inevitability of experiencing thistraumathrough our
own past experiencesisneither salf-indulgent nor
histrionic. We need to examine our own complex
fedingsinorder to moveforward asafaith
community, unitedin clarity, faith, andlove.

Thereisno doubt in my mind that Tomwas
well prepared for thework hewas called to dowith
Christian Peacemaker Teamsinlrag. Heand his
support committee had discussed what to dointhe
event of hispossibleabduction. Therest of us,
however, werewoefully unprepared, except aswe
liveinfaithand trust inthe Spirit. Wenever imagined
that we' d find our Friend the subject of internationa
news. How do werecognizeand hea fromthis
trauma, whilecontinuing to hold our Friendin
prayer?

Identifying and facing our fedingsisan
important first stepinhealing fromtrauma. 1n Parker
Palmer’s pamphlet, Leading fromWthin, hewrites,
“Therearethingsthat you can do that constitute
inner work that are asreal and asimportant asany
outer project or task.” Hegoesontosay, “... while
inner work isadeeply personal matter, it’snot
necessarily aprivate matter. Therearewaysto be
together incommunity to hel p each other with that
inner work.” | believewe needto talk with each
other about our fedlings.

In his pamphlet, The Dance between Hope
and Fear: Healing from Trauma, John Calvi
describesthreeimportant ingredientsfor healing from
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trauma acommitment tojoy, acommitment to self-
awareness, and acommitment to self-discipline.
Regarding thelatter, hewrites, “ Each of ushasthings
that keep usstrong. It’svery important that we
know what they are and we use them; that we make
adally practiceof usngthem.”

Friendswant to act. Thereisastrongdesire
withinthe Yearly Meeting to do something. How do
wedeterminewhat it isthat weareledto do? Tom’s
example suggeststhat wefollow the process of
clearness, becoming clear about what itisweare
called to do, supporting one another incommunity,
and upholding our witnessagainst war. Weare
caled, | believe, smultaneoudly to hold Tomand Iraq
intheLight, whiletaking care of ourselvesand our
community, honoring thedifferencesin our needs,
feelings, and experiences. If wedo not haveany
clear leadingsbeyond that, then we can continueto
waitintheLight actively and faithfully for our pathto
beshowntous.

Tom'sabduction, whileatraumeatic
experiencefor us, hasa so brought healing giftsand it
isimportant to name and recognizethesetoo. Tom's
exampleof clarity andwillingnessto serveisagift
that hasingpired and challenged us. Wehaveall had
theopportunity toliveour faith by holding Tomin

Be patterns, be examples in every
country, place, or nation that you
visit, so that your bearing and life
might communicate with all
people. Then you' Il happily walk
across the earth to evoke that of
God in everybody. So that you
will be seen’as a blessing in their

esand you will receivea
blessing from that of God within
them. — George Fox, from Tom
Fox's website

prayer, whilehe strengthensusin holding up
aternativestowar. Nonviolent Iragis, Palestinians,
and American Mudimshave been ableto get their
message out to theAmerican public. The public has
had the opportunity to learn more about Quakers,
pacifism, and Christian Peacemaker Teams. Interfaith
relations have been strengthened in some
communities. Langley Hill Friendshavefet thepush
to consider Quakers' rolesintheoutsideworld; there
isasimilar opportunity for theYearly Meetingasa
whole. Thefina gift, very evident to me, ishow the
Yearly Mesting hasunited in concernfor Tom, Jm,
Norman, and Harmest.

| ask your continued prayersfor these CPT
membersand thoseholdingtheminIrag, for Tom’s
family, for Tom’ssupport committee, and for Langley
Hill Friendsasthey continueto discernwhat they are
caledtodo. Pleasea so hold Hopewell Centre
Meeting and AlexandriaMeetingintheLight asTom
hasmany Friendsinthesemeetings. Pleasehold
Young Friends, Opequon campersand staff, Junior
Young Friends, and Friendly Adult Presencesinthe
Light as Tom touched these communitiesin adeep
way. And | ask your prayersfor the Yearly Meeting,
that wetoo will discern what weare called to do.

| have known Tom for fifteen yearsand many
memoriesof him surfaced inthefirst few daysafter
hisabduction. Thememory that returnsmost oftenis
of himlaughing and having funinthe creek at Wilson
Collegeduring Yearly Meeting, waist-deep inthe
water, playingwiththechildren. | believethisimage
keepscoming to reassuremethat, although Tomis
waist-deep onceagain, heisstill intheLiving Water
that preservesand carriesall of us. And | believethat
hefedsour loving prayers.

In Faith and Friendship,
Lauri Perman
Presiding clerk
(State College)

Both pamphletsareavailablefromthe PendleHill
Bookstore; the Calvi pamphletisaso availablefrom
FGC Quakerbooks.”
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From the Editor

Thisissueof the Interchange bringsmany
articlesabout our beloved Tom Fox. Most of the
articlesareinthisspecia section, but youwill find
other mention of Tom throughout thisissue. Asthe
editor, | have had therather intensejob of reading
and copyediting these submissions. | am awestruck
by the power of our love, and by how Quakershave
cometogether inadark time. We continueto hold
TomintheLight.

Wehaveincluded al minuteson Tomfrom
Monthly Mestingsthat we
havereceived, andwouldlike
toincludeadditional onesin
thenext Interchange. Please
submit to Betsy Proch,
toodance@erols.com by April
3for theMay Interchange,
preferably inWord format.
Thank you.

Web sites

News about Tom Fox and CPT
(http:/Amww.quaker.org/langleyhill/tomfox.html)
Freethe Captives

www.freethecaptivesnow.org

Tom’sweblog, which containshisspiritua reflections
onthelragi peopleand on hispurposefor beingin
Irag.

www.waitinginthelight.blogspot.com

Free the Captives Now
Online Vigil for the Release of Tom

Fox

Since early December, John Stephens of
Alexandriameeting, and Chuck Fager of State
College, havejoined together to keep an ongoing
onlinevigil for therelease of Tom Fox and the other
CPT captivesinlrag.

“Weoriginally started our website,
www.freethecaptivesnow.org asoneway tojoinwith
theinternationa mobilization of support for Tom's
release,” Chuck said. “ The netisaremarkabletool
— fromthetimewe cameup withtheidea, talking

on the phone, it only took about an hour to get a
domain name, work up asimple design, and get the
Steupandrunning.”

Thesitefirst began apetition, and urged
interested personsto send lettersand emailsto Al -
Jazeeraand other outletsvisibleinthe Gulf region.
AlongwithaCPT sitethat went up abit later, the
petitions soon gathered 50,000 signatures. Al-
Jazeerareported that it was swamped withemails
appedling for the captivesrelease. Many Mudim
groups, including someof themost militant, called
upon the mysterious captorsto rel ease the prisoners.

Asthe second stated “ deadline” for their
execution passed on December 8, weall held our
breath. But asthe days passed with no news, the
mobilization dowly morphedintoacontinuing vigil.
Thewebsiteisnow updated daily, with therefrain
that thereisno news, filled out by headlinesabout the
ongoing turmoil intheregion.

Our hopeisthat by thetimethisreportisin
print, Tom and the otherswill bereleased, and the
sitewill be obsolete. But we havelearned from
combing through pressreportsthat thereare many
captivesinIrag, hundredsheld by insurgentsand
thousands held by USforces. Thefateof thosein
each kind of confinement isuncertain, and many are
heldfor long periods.

Sothevigil continues.

BYM Monthly Meeting Actions
and Minutes regarding Tom
Fox

Alexandria Monthly Meeting: A
Minute in Support of the Release
of the Members of the Christian
Peacemaker Team
AlexandriaFriendsrequest therelease of the
four membersof the Christian Peacemaker Team,
Harmeet, Jim, Norman and Tom, who arebeing held
by the Swords of Righteousness Brigadein Baghdad,
Iraq. Thesefour men are people of faithwith adeep
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respect for ISam. They went asgueststo Irag to be
insolidarity withthelragi peopleandto act as
advocatesfor human rights. Tom Fox isamember of
the Religious Society of Friends(Quakers). Our
Meeting introduced him to Quakerswherehe
became part of afaith that practicespeace. Our
peacetestimony declares, “ The Spirit of Christ will
never moveusto fight and war against any manwith
outward weapons, neither for the Kingdom of Christ,
nor for thekingdomsof thisworld. Therefore, we
cannot learn war any more.” George Fox 1660.
After becoming aQuaker 22 yearsago, Tom
took thistestimony to heart and dedicated hislifeto
resisting the darkness of war and themisery it
causes. Each of thefour Christian Peacemaker
Team (CPT) memberswent to Iragwitha
commitment to reduce violence and to advocate for
the self-determination of thelraqgi people. Asan
organization, CPT isrespected around theworld for
itsnon-violent intervention in support of human
rights. CPT Teamshave had impressive successesin
Pd estine, Colombia, Canada, theMexico/USA
border and haveworked in Iraqto assist detainees.
We appeal to those hol ding these men of peaceto
rel ease them unharmed so that they can continueto
do theimportant work of building peace. Weaso
request their releasefor the sake of Tom’schildren,
his son and daughter who grew up in our Meeting.
We achein knowing they areinsuch painand
anguish and ask that their father and hisfriendsbe
safely returned. WeholdintheLight Harmeet, Jim,
Norman and Tom; the Swords of Righteousness
Brigade; familiesand friends. We pray for peace.

Annapolis Monthly Meeting Minute

for Tom Fox

TheAnnapolisMonthly Meeting of the
Religious Society of Friendsoffersour prayersand
support for Tom Fox and hiscolleagueson the
Christian Peacemaker Teamwho arebeing heldin
Irag. WeholdthemintheLight, aswell astheir
familiesand dl who are suffering because of thewar
inlraq.
Pat Schenck, Clerk

Hopewell Centre on Tom Fox

Hopewell Centre M eeting hasbeen much
concerned and occupied with the kidnapping of Tom
Fox inlrag. Tom, amember of the Christian
Peacemaker Teams, wastaken hostagein Iragaong
with three other CPTerson November 26. Tom had
moved into the meeting’syouth house near
Clearbrook last fall. Hewasafriend to many of us
and visited our Mesting totell usabout hiswork in
Irag. Since Tom'scapture, our now retired Clerk,
AnneBacon, hasdedt with the presson many
occasionsand continuesto do so. The Meeting
continuesto hold weekly vigilsat Centre
M eetinghousein Winchester on Wednesdaysat 7
p.m.

Prior to Tom’scapture, our newdetter, “The
Monthly Silence,” published hismonthly emall |etter
to our Meeting inwhich hedescribed hisactivitiesin
Irag. Now weare publishing selectionsfromhis
weblog (www.waitinginthelight.blogspot.com),
which containshisspiritua reflectionsonthelragi
peopleand on hispurposefor beingin Irag. We have
also received and published supportive outreach
|etters, regarding Tom, from other monthly meetings,
including Alexandriaand Richmond. Wegratefully
thank you for your compassionate words.

Our Junior Young Friendsand Young Friends
have been deeply affected by Tom’scapture. Many
of them cameto know and love Tom through his
work at Camp Opequon and at other Young Friends
gatherings. In order to counsel and help our youth,
member MarikaCutler, whoisachild and
adolescent psychologist, met with them at arecent
First Day session. Out of that session hascometheir
desireto produce abook, Touched by the Light,
which paystributeto Tom and showshow hehas
touched their lives. They arewriting memories,
poemsand testimoniesand creating art to be
included. They havea so requested that thisbean
intergenerational project and haveinvited our adult
membersand attendersto submit their own
contributions. We planto sharethisbook with
BYM, Langley Hill, and other Meetings, aswell as
present it to Tomand hisfamily upon hissafereturn.
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If youwouldliketo joinwith usinthisproject and
send acontribution of your own, sendtoAnne
Bacon at abacon@adel phia.net, or contact her for
moreinformation at 540-662-5613.

Langley Hill on Tom Fox
Dear BYM Friends,

Langley Hill wantsto expressour deep
appreciation for the outpouring of support fromall
over theYearly Meeting since our member, Tom Fox,
was abducted in Baghdad in November. Your
messages, prayersand tender presence have been
great comfort to usaswe seek to understand what
wearecalledto do to help Tom, Norman, Jim, and
Harmeet, and to advancetheir mission of peace.

Thishasbeen bothawrenching and very rich
timefor the Meeting community. Westruggledaily
withthe persona grief and anxiety that accompanies
the abduction of aloved one. Yet werecognizethat
wehaveonly recently joined thelargeand growing
number of familieswho'sloved onesaremissing,
injured, dead or in other ways permanently damaged
by war inIrag and elsewhere. Our grief ispersonal,
but innoway unique.

Tom’sabduction hasbrought into sharprelief
our need to reach beyond our own circleof F/friends
to help create peacein theworld. One of our
responses hasbeento invitemembersof al faith
traditionsto share our journey through the Friday
night interfaith gatheringsfor peacemakersthat we
have been holding since December 10. Eachweek
we haveasked amember of adifferent faith tradition
to shareabrief presentation of hisor her experience
of peacemaking withinthat tradition. Those present
arethen encouraged to speak out of the silence
about their own experiencesand journeys, and then
tojoinusinfellowship at riseof Meeting.

These extended periodsof worship have
been extremely grounding for many of us. They
remind usthat wearecaledfirst tolistento God and
to shapeour actionsaccordingly.

Langley Hill Friendshave beenled to deepen
their tiesininterfaith work, to vist membersof
Congressto lobby for enforceabl e anti-torture

legidation, to strengthen our relationshipwiththearea
Mudim community, andto many other individua and
corporate responsesreflecting our commitment to
creating and nurturing peace. We continuetotry to
discern our way. Wewel come participationinany of
these projectsfrom other membersof the Yearly
Mesting.

We have no way of knowing when or how
the hostage situation will resolveitsalf. Wekeep
Tom and hiscompanionsinour prayersandtry to
take up some of thework they are not now ableto
do. Itisnot dwaysclear wherethat pathistaking
us. Weask for your prayersand help aswetry to
learn to be effective peacemakers.

MargeEpstein, Langley Hill

Sandy Spring on Tom Fox

Christian Peacemaker Teamshasasked usall to
writeand distribute statements supporting the
peaceful nature of their work andto freethe
hostages. Thisisour minute, December 4, 2005.
To Friends/friendsEverywhere:

Sandy Spring Monthly Meeting of the
Religious Society of Friends(Quakers) isvery
distressed that four membersof Christian
Peacemaker Teamsarebeing held captivein Irag.
Oneof theseisTom Fox, avery dear Friend who
hasbeenashining light in our Quaker community,
especidly inbringing an understanding of peaceto
our young Friends. We know of Tom Fox’sdeep
commitment to being apeacemaker inal hisacts,
and know that heisin Iraqto bring thiswitness, not
for any purposethat would bein any way harmful to
any other people.

Let your lives speak.
— George Fox
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Advancement and Outreach
Committee - New Outreach

Resource

Friends General Conferencehasjust added a
new featurefor “isolated Friends’ totheonline
meeting directory, www.QuakerFinder.org. Visitors
tothestecan still typein atown nameor zip code
and get alist of the half dozen nearest Friends
meetings. Now they will aso seeaprompt onthe
listings pageasking if the nearest meeting istoofar
away. Ifitis, they canregister their |location and find
out if anyoneelsehasregistered inthesame
geographicarea. Thesystem putsthe nearest
registrantsin touch with each other through adouble-
blind e-mail system, withthelist constantly updated
asnew registrationsarereceived. Over time, FGCis
hoping that new worship groupswill grow out of
clustersof isolated Friendswho find each other this
way. Why not check out the QuakerFinder website
toseeif thereisanyoneregisteredinyour area? You
may feel led to register yourself, in order tobeputin
touch with peoplefedingisolated andlooking for
Quaker connections. Thisnew outreach tool opens
aworld of opportunities. BaltimoreYearly Meeting
will certainly havearoleto play inministering to
isolated seekersand any new worship groupsthat
may grow upinour area.
Deborah Haines, clerk
BY M Advancement and Outreach Committee

Annapolis Friends Deconstructing

Racism Support Group
Havel colluded lately? If so, how?

Thesearethe opening questionsagroup of
AnnapolisFriendsask ourselveswhen 7—-9 of us
meet onceaquarter. Our group ismade up of
Friendswho earlier participated in aseriesof
workshopsentitled “ Deconstructing Racism,” held at
our meeting.

Collusonisdefined as. Cooperating with
others, knowingly or unknowingly, toreinforce
stereotypicd attitudes, values, behaviorsand/or
norms. We colludeinvariousways, some of which
are: (1) remaining slent when, for example, someone
tellsaracistjokeor callsagroup aracist name; (2)
laughing at aracist joke, or otherwise by our own
behavior, reinforcing aprejudice or anegative
stereotype; (3) denying that aproblem of
discrimination exigts, despite compel ling evidenceto
thecontrary.

Until shemoved to Colorado, Marilyn
Gilmoreled thegroup, first by facilitating our sharing,

and then by leading usin cultural competenceskill-
building. Wewill now attempt to continuewithout
her leadership.

The purposes of thegroup areto continueto
grow inour awarenessand sengitivity toracial issues
and to support one another aswe handledifficult
racia stuaionsinour daily lives. Ultimately, our god
isto make our meeting awel coming and comfortable
placefor peopleof color who aredrawnto our form
of worship.

What | have noticed over timeisthat we
have becomeless defensive about our own struggles
with racism; rather, we noticethewaysinwhichwe
have been conditioned to think and behave, which
allowsusto change. |, personally, am more
comfortablehandling difficult Stuations, anditismy
hopethat our personal work contributesto helping
peopleof color fee morecomfortablein our meeting.

Other meetingsthat would liketofollow a
similar path areinvited to contact the BY M Working
Group on RacismAmong Friendsat
pschenck@toadmail.com.

Pat Schenck

AnngpolisFriendsMesting

Clerk, BY M Working Group on RacismAmong
Friends

Indian Affairs Committee

BYM’sIndianAffairsCommittee members
have enjoyed some special momentsin the past few
months. Susan Lepper madetwo visitsto New
Mexicotojoinfriend Pat Kutzner who isnow
residingin Cuba, NM. Susan hasbeen deeply
involved for severd yearswith children from the Star
L ake/Torreon Chapter of the Navajo Nation who
cometo Baltimore Yearly Meeting’'ssummer camps,
andwithvisitorstoBYM sessions. Thisyear, weare
looking forward to meeting Joe Cayaditto, Chapter
President, and other visitorstoBY M’s Yearly
Meetingin Harrisonburg, VA. In September, Nora
Caplan, Alden Lancaster, Mary Mdlett and Virginia
Spencer had the pleasure of sharing dinner with May
Lee, Director of theF.A.C.E. Program and
Continuing Education for the Ramah Navajo School
Board, Ramah Chapter of Navgjo Nation, in Silver
Spring, MD. May haslong been our contact at
Ramah Navag 0 and shared some beautiful rugsfrom
the Ramah WeaversAssociation. 1n December,
Sandy Spring Meeting held an dternativegift fair and
NoraCaplan raised $290 for Ramah’'sFA.C.E.
Program!

Also, wehavejust learned of theretirement
of Ed Nakawatase, National Representativefor
NativeAffairsat AFSC. AFSC and Ed haveplayed
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aleadershiprolein bringing Nativeand non-Native
peopl etogether so that we can learn from each other
and build upon each other’ sstrengths. Wewish Ed
much happinessin hisfutureactivities, and sncerely
hopethat AFSC will continuetheimportant position
of Nationa Representative.

VirginiaE. Spencer, Clerk

IndianAffairsCommittee

Intervisitation Ad Hoc Committee
Traveling to Knit Us Together

Our purpose, as presented to Interim
Mesting, isto spiritualy overseeandfinancidly
support atraveling ministry of presencewithin
Friends United M eeting—atraveling which we hope
will knit ustogether. What isintervigtation under the
careof our committee, and what isit not?

The committee does not sponsor travel “with
aconcern” to changethe personne policy of FUM,
though most of ushold thefirm truththat FUM’s
policy ishurtful. Our purposeisnot “to promote
dialogue’ about thepolicy or sexudity issues, though
we hope honest conversation and open sharing are
not strangersto our gatheringsand visitations.

Want to find out what others are
doing for Peace and Social
concerns in Yearly Meeting?

Have someideas on Peace and Social Concerns
you want to shar e?

Need help doing something about Peace?
CometothePeaceand Social Concerns
Committee Networ king Day!

Saturday, 3/11/06, from 8:30- 1:00, inthe
Community Houseat Sandy Spring FriendsMesting,
on Meetinghouse Road, just off Rt. 108 in Sandy
Spring. Light breakfast will be provided from 8:30-
9:15. Libby Garvey, amember of FriendsMesting
of Washington, will speak at 9:45. Libby isan
€lected member of theArlington County, Virginia,
school board, and immediate past chair. During her
seven plusyears on the school board, shehas
developed many ideas about school sand peace.
Shehas, for example, had to confront theNo Child
L eft Behind Act’ srequirement that school s submit
student informationto military recruiters. From 11:00
- 12:45, wewill havetimeto shareand learnfrom
othersin BY M about peace and social concerns
activities. Inthe past, thisday hasenergized Friends
to do thingsthat they havefelt led to do, but
somehow haven't done. Clerksof Peaceand Social

ConcernsCommitteesare especially invited to attend
and bring awrittenlist of their committees’ actions
and concernsduring the past year. From 1:00 - 1:30
lunch (bring your own). From 1:30- 2:00 John

Sal zberg will show avideo of the new Friends
International Center in Ramallah (West Bank).

Location: Sandy Spring FriendsMesting, 17715
M eeting House Road, Sandy Spring, MD 20860
http://www.sandyspring.org/ For moreinformation,

contact:
Ellen Atkinson, mewad2@aol.com, J.E. McNell,
jmenrick@yahoo.com EllenArginteanu,

darg@rocketmail.comor Bill Mims,

musi cnotwar@gmail.com

O Lord, make me an instrument of Thy Peace!
Wherethereis hatred, let me sow love.
Wherethereisinjury, pardon.
Wherethereisdiscord, harmony.
Wherethereis doubt, faith.
Wherethereisdespair, hope.
Wherethereisdarkness, light.
Wherethereissorrow, joy.

Oh Divine Master, grant that | may not

so much seek to be consoled as to console;
to be understood as to under stand;

to be loved asto love;

for it isin giving that we receive;

it isin pardoning that we are pardoned;

and it isin dying that we are born to Eternal
Life.

Saint Francis of Assisi, The Peace Prayer of
Saint Francis (often referred to as* The Prayer
of Saint Francis of Assisi”)
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ON CHOOSING A NEw GENERAL SECRETARY
FrRom NotTINGHAM MONTHLY MEETING

Wearegrateful for the careand commitment
members of Supervisory Committee and thead hoc
Search Committee are showing through the process
of discerningwho will be our new Generd Secretary.
AndweholdintheLight staff and volunteerswho
have stepped into handle Yearly Meeting
responsibilitiesduring thistrangtion period.

Thequeries— “discerning our calingand
our needs’ —Michael Croninand Lauri Perman
circulated for Fall Interim Meeting (still availableon
theBY M Web site) stimulated prayerful reflectionin
our Mesting, located at the northeastern corner of
theYearly Mestingregion.

BdtimoreYearly Meeting meansquite
different thingsto different onesof us. Many of us
fed only thevaguest understanding of thefull range of
activitiesof theyearly mesting, of itsorganization,
and of thedutiesof current staff and mgjor volunteer
positions. At therisk of overamplifying, our
experiencesand sense of theyearly meeting stretch
along aspectrum fromtheyearly meeting asan
enterprise, ingtitution or set of adminigtrativefunctions
to theyearly meeting asthe collective of Friendswho
attend monthly mestings.

Theformer rolerequirescareful sewardship
and management by and of staff. Thecamping
program, thelogisticsfor annual sessions, youth
programs, and maintai ning acommunicationshubfor
committeesand meetingsareimportant e ementsof
“BYM asindgtitution.” Seeninthislight, oneFriend
noted, “ Religiousorgani zationsneedto berunlike
businesses.” We hopethat yearly meeting staff
receive adequate saary and benefitsto meet family
needs; benefitsbeing aparticular chalengewith many
staff working only limited hours. Itisvery important
that we have on staff individual swith giftsfor careful
stewardship of financia resources, whowill not allow
fathin“way opening” to blind our community when
thereisamismatch between aspirationsand
resources.

But, itiseasy for thosegivenadministrative
responsi bility to adopt business-like approaches, top
down management stylesthat feel at oddswith
Friends practice. Frank Massey had the gift of not
alowing hissense of careand responsibility for our
financid assetsand liahilitiestointerferewith his
sense of being centeredintheLight. Whilewehave
every senseof theyearly meeting’ senterprisesunder
Frank’sstewardship moving forward with efficiency
and integrity, thegiftsthat weassociate with Frank’s
stewardship have moreto do with mentoring,
facilitating, encouraging othersto uncover previoudy

You cannot shake hands
with a clenched fist.
Indira Gandhi

unknowntalents. Having seenthelong-term benefits
of having aservant leader as General Secretary, we
tend to cravethat in Frank’s successor. 1t may not
be possibletofind in asingle candidate both gifts of
financial and administrative management andthe
other giftswe cametorely onfrom Frank.

Whilemany in our Meeting have been
actively involvedin oneor moreyearly meeting
activities—e.g., annual sessions, committees,
camping program, youth programs, and now this
Search Committee—we are awarethat the vast
majority of BY M Friendshavelittledirect experience
of theyearly meeting asaningtitution. We
guesstimated that perhaps 10 percent of BY M
Friendsattend annual sessionseach year and
perhapsanother 10 percent have been engaged with
the camping programs.

What doestheyearly meeting mean to, what
doestheyearly meeting “ owe” to the peoplewho
contribute toward the apportionment but don’t
participateintheseingitutiond activities?

Thosewho don’t participate aren’t saying
that theyearly meeting’sindtitutiona activitiesaren’t
vauable. Nurturing our youth (encouraging the next
generation of Friends), facilitating communication
among Friends, creating the conditionsfor collective
discernment areal important functions. But, itis
easy for the communicationsroleto take abackseat
to other ingtitutional priorities. Itiseasy for the
yearly meseting asinditution to reflect the enthusiasms
of thosemost activeinitssponsored activities.

OneFriend said that therewaslittleinthe
| nterchange that spoketo her. Another commented
that the Interchange might betoo much apublication
for yearly meetinginsders. Theweb sitehas
becomeeasier to navigate, but itisnot clear to some
just what we are supposed to takefromit. It has
been good to havethe General Secretary joinusfor
Quarterly Meeting—makesit easy to ask questions
and createsopportunitiesto shareinsightsor
information from other meetings, quarters,
committees. Thissort of intervisitation encourages
sharing that doesn’t depend on knowledge of the
yearly meeting asaningitution. Just assteff felt
Frank’s presence as mentor, encourager, servant
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|eader —so our monthly and quarterly meetingsfelt
those giftswhen heworshipped with us.

Geographically distant from Sandy Spring,
Nottingham Meeting seestheyearly mesting office
not asamajor presenceinour lives, but asa
resource—thereto offer support, answer questions,
and tap into the pool of resourcesand information
availablefrom other monthly meetings. Wealso see
yearly meeting, theingtitution, asofferingthe
occasional nudgeto turn usasameeting to concerns
that ought to be near our hearts—for example
consdering peaceissuesinIraqor Paestineor
focusing onthe spiritua state of themeeting. A
General Secretary traveling extensvely among the
meetings may not be necessary to meet these needs,
but Frank’ stenure offersan exampleinwhichit was
very helpful.

Itishumblingtoredizethat Nottingham
Friends have been gathering together for over 300
years. Thedynamicsof our local, nationa and global
communitiesareconstantly changing, but theredlity
of our relationship with the Divineremainsthesame.
That grace unitesuswith fellow seekerseverywhere.
David Ross, Nottingham Meeting

“SEEK PEACE AND PURSUE IT.” Ps.
34:14

A SILENT VIGIL FOR PEACE, MARKING THE
THIRD ANNIVERSARY OF THE WAR ON IRAQ

TheBY M Peaceand Social Concerns
CommitteeinviteseveryoneintheBdtimoreYearly
Meeting community tojoin Friendsinaslent vigil a
theWest Lawn of the US Capitol in Washington,
DC, at noon, on Saturday, March 18, 2006. That
weekend will mark threeyearsof war inlrag. This
tragic war hasso far resulted in the deaths of tens of
thousandsof Iraqi civilians, and over 2,200US
military personnel. Over 12,000 USmilitary
personnel have been physically wounded, and tens of
thousands have been spiritualy and emotionaly
devastated.

Thisvigil hasbeen held each week for over
threeyears, on or near theWest Lawn of theUS
Capitol. Itisnot ademonstration, nor aprotest, but
aslentvigil for peace, inthe manner of Friends.
Though started by Quakers, it isnow composed of
peoplefrommany different faiths. It hasbeenarich
experiencefor thosewho have attended. Often,
visitorsfromthe USor abroad have expressed their
thanksto usfor our smpleact. Last year, at thetime
of the second anniversary of thewar, over 500
people stood in silencefor an hour on the Capitol
Lawvn.

Thisyear, wewould loveto see
thousandsstandingin silent witnessfor peace.
Please mark your calendar snow, and spread the
word.

Do bring your neighbors, your friends, your
family, and your hopesfor peace. Do not bring any
signsor banners. We stand under our smpleblue
banner, “ Seek Peace and Pursuelt.”

If you have questions, please contact David
Boynton, 703-368-3339, or Bill Mims, 703-281-
7293, both of Langley Hill Monthly Meeting.

Eves Wipe OPEN

AFSC’sexhibit, “ EyesWide Open,” returns
to Washington May 11-14, over Mother’sDay
weekend. TheAmerican FriendsService
Committee, Gold Star Familiesfor Peace, Gold Star
Families Speak Out, Iraq VeteransAgainst the War,
Military Families Speak Out, September 11th
Familiesfor Peaceful Tomorrowsand Veteransfor
Peace are co-sponsorsfor thiswitnessto the human
cost of the lraqwar.

The*EyesWide Open” exhibit - which pays
tributetoliveslostinthewar - will bedisplayed on
theNational Mall. Led by many of thosewho have
most directly bornethe cost of thewar, silent
marcherswill carry bootsrepresenting thosewho
have died and photosof thosetill in harm’sway -
caling on Congressto savelivesby endingthewar.

Welook forward tojoining with other peace
advocates over these daysand will be back intouch
withyou soonwith moreinformation. For more
information, visit www.afsc.org/Iraq <http:/
www.afsc.org/lrag> or contact cpifer@afsc.org
<mailto:cpifer@afsc.org>.

Submitted by Denny Hartzell, ChrisPifer, Heather
Foote and Kitty Dana,
AFSC Washington Office

CoNnscIENTIOUS OBJECTORS FROM AROUND
THE WORLD GATHER IN WAsHINGTON DC

AND NEw York 10 OPPOSE THE WAR

From May 11thto 16th, aninternationa
group of conscientiousobjectorswill gather inNew
York City and Washington, DC for Operation Refuse
War, aweek of conferences, demonstrations, and
actionsin celebration of International Conscientious
ObjectorsDay, May 15th. Withnoend in sight to the
warsin Iragand Afghanistan, asharp dropinthe
number of new military recruits, and deep
dissatisfactionwithinthemilitary, theneed to
popul arize conscientious obj ection and to support
conscientious obj ectorshas never been stronger.
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Sincethe 1980s, May 15th hasbeen
celebrated as|nternationa Conscientious Objectors
Day. Eachyear, activitiesareheldinacountry
where conscientious obj ectorsarefacing persecution
or harassment. Previouslocationshaveincluded the
Bakansin2002, Israel in 2003, Chilein 2004, and
Greecein 2005. In addition, asimilar gathering of
conscientious objectorshasbeen held each year in
Washington, DC to forward therights of
conscientiousobjectorsinthe United States.

Thisweek of actionwill highlight the
difficultiesthat current conscientiousobjectorsface
aswell ashelp build relationshipsand connections
between the various communitieswithin the anti-war
movement. Thefocusof theeventswill beon
supporting contemporary American conscientious
objectorsand their families, aswell asexamining the
current potential of conscientiousobjection (inits
variousforms) asastrategy for building an anti-war
movement. |naddition, Operation Refuse War will
bring together internationa and American
conscientiousobjectorsto sharetheir experiences
and ideas. Theweek will end withatrip for someto
gpeak to individua membersof Congressand others
tojoin ademonstration that connectsthe opposition
of thiswar with the opposition of other wars.

Sponsoring organizationsincludethe War
ResistersLeague, War Resistersinternational,
American Friends Service Committee Youth and
Militarism Program, the Center on Conscience &
War, the Washington Peace Center, the National
Youth and Student Peace Codlition, and Student
PeaceAction Network.

From J. E. McNell, Friends Mesting of
Washington

Stony RuN AND FRIENDS ScHooL OF
BALTIMORE PEACEMAKING DAY REQUEST FOR
WORKSHOPS

Stony Run FriendsMeeting, long with
Friends School of Baltimore, isplanning aday of
workshops on Saturday, November 11, 2006 on
their joint campusesto educate people about how
peaceispossible. Weareresponding to thewoman
who refused to cometo our Film Series, “More
Powerful than War,” because she said that mankind
isnot evolved enough to do peace. Webedlieve
otherwise!

The goasof theday are:

Tolearnthat peaceispossible; that war

prevention works; and that weasaworld

community canlearnto not sow the seeds of

deadly conflict;

For educators (teachers, administrators,

guidance counselors) to network and learn

about conflict management and peace
curriculumsand how to integratetheminto
their classroomsand schoals;

For individua sto cometo understand how
peace can becreated inther lives- asan
individual, asaclassroom, asasociety, asa
world community - and how they can makea
difference.

Inadditiontothetracksfor educators, therewill
betracksfor peaceand religiouseducation and
peaceand social justiceissues.

Wearelooking for Mesetings/churches/individuals
who have devel oped peace programs/classes/
curriculumsor programson peace and socid justice
issuesor religiouseducation programsand who
would liketo sharethat material inaworkshop.

Wewelcomeall commentsand suggestionsas
well asoffersof help! Early deadlinefor proposalsis
March 18th. For further information please contact
ElaineYamada, 410-664-2031,
emyamada@bcpl .net.

FriIENDS House—IsN'T THAT FOR WEALTHY
QUAKERS?

“1 looked at six or seven Quaker retirement
communitiesand thisistheonly onethat | could have
afforded. Instead of dreading old age, | find I am
rgjoicinginit! What awedlth of experiencethe
residentsof thiscommunity bringtome. | anso
happy to belivinginacommunity wherematerial
possessionsare not asymbol of worth, but integrity,
honesty, friendliness, faith, courage and hopearethe
symbols. | just wish every elder could be asfortunate
asme.” Thesearethewordsof ClareSinclair, a
Quaker activist from Montana, whoseonly incomeis
her small Socid Security monthly payment.
Contributions of hundreds of donorsto our Resident
Assistance Fund makeit possiblefor Claretoliveat
FriendsHouse.

FriendsHouseisanon-profit retirement
community under the care of the Baltimore Yearly
Meeting. Located in Sandy Spring, Maryland on
sixty-two partialy wooded and gently rolling acres, it
iscommitted to providing housing and servicesto
seniorswithawiderangeof financial resources.
Sincethe 1967 construction of twenty-five
gpartmentsfor low to moderateincomeelderly, it has
continued growing and now serves 240 seniorsina
continuum of care. Because of our Residents
Assistance Fund, no residentsin our one hundred
low and moderateincome housing apartmentshave
had to leave Friends House because of their inability
to pay their feessince FriendsHousewasfounded in
1967.

10




Interchange | Spring 2006

NEwWSs AMONG FRIENDS

However, thereare certain challengesfacing
FriendsHousetoday. A growing number of low and
moderateincomeresidentsisincreasing theneed for
non-government, donor supported financial
assistance. Sincethefounding of FriendsHousein
1967, the cost of heating, electricity, food, insurance
and maintenance haveincreased dramatically while
HUD federa subsidiesfor low and moderateincome
independent living housing haveleveled off and will
betotally phased out in 2016.

Thereisanincreasing needfor financid
assistancefor rent subsidiesand medical costsnot
covered by Medicare—medications, eyeglasses,
denta care, and hearing aids. Federa and state
funding of medical assstancefor low-incomeseniors
isexpected to significantly declinefor theforeseeable
future.

Over 50% of our residentsare Friends, the
highest ratioweareawareof for any suchfacility in
the country. Approximately one-haf of these Friends
livinginindependent living or inthenursing home
receiverent subsidy or medical assistance. Twenty
percent of Friends House apartment residents
receiveover $100,000in direct financia assistance
each year from FriendsHouse. Of thosereceiving
assistance, 72% are Quakers, many of whom have
dedicated their livesto Friendsservice.

If youwould liketo find out more about
Friends House or how you can makeacontribution
to Friends House, please contact Richard Barnes,
Director of Advancement and Devel opment, Friends
House Retirement Community, 17340 Quaker Lane,
Sandy Spring, MD 20860, call 540.290.0476, or
email FriendsHouse@sylvania.org.

BYM Camps StiLL LookiNG FOR CAMPERS
Shiloh and Opequon Quaker Campssitill
have room for more campersaged 9-14. Weeven
haveroomfor afew moregirlsat Catoctin! If you
have not already applied for camp, pleasedo. If you
know of anyonewho may enjoy comingto camp,
please encouragethemto apply. Toapply goto
www.bym-r<f.or/camping/ and click onthelink to
apply online! For moreinformation call theBY M
officeand ask for Jane, or email meat
janemegginson@bym-r<f.org.

STUDENT LOANS AVAILABLE

The Educationa Funding Resources
Committeeof BY M hassizeablefundsfor
educational loansto qualified collegeand graduate
school studentsaswell as secondary school students.
L oans can be up to $5000 per academic year, and

nointerest ischarged whilethe student isin school.
Theapplication hasseverd partsincluding comments
by amember of the student’sMonthly Meeting, so
alow ampletimeto completetheform by theMay
15, 2006 deadline. Application packagesmay be
obtained from the Baltimore Yearly Meeting office by
e-mail to sandramichagl s@bym-rsf.org, or writeto
BYM at 17100 Quaker Lane, Sandy Spring, MD
20860. The Committeewill meet to evaluate
applicationsin early June, and applicantswill be
informed of the resultsby June 30, 2006. (The
application package should beontheBY M web site
by mid-February.)

Oliver Moles, Clerk

BY M Educationa Funding Resources Committee

THE QuAKeR FaciLiTiEs FOunDATION
ONE MEETING’S ANSWER TO A PROBLEM AMONG
FRIENDS

In 2003 agroup of Friendsfrom Midlothian
Monthly Meetinginthegreater Richmond, Virginia
area, got together to discussthe pervasive problem
unprogrammed Friendsseemto haveinraisng funds
for meetinghousesand other facility needsof thelocal
meeting. From that discussion wasborntheideaof
beginning anon-profit corporation chartered to help
Friends acquire desperately needed meetinghouses
and other facilities.

It was determined thiswould be
accomplished by providing to Friendsgrantsto
supplement their fundraising efforts, ideasand
programsto help them effectively raisefunding for
facilitiesprojects, and general support by becoming a
vehiclethrough whichthesharing of fundraising
experiencescould occur.

Thegroup brought their proposal to
Midlothian Monthly Meeting for Businessfor further
discernment on how to proceed. Themonthly
meeting agreed to help the group charter anon-profit
corporation that would be under the care of
Midlothian Monthly Meeting. A proposal wasthen
submitted by the meeting to the Chace Fund of
Philadel phiaYearly Meeting for agrant to establish
The Quaker Facilities Foundation (QFF). The
proposal was accepted and endorsed by the Chace
Fund committee and funding for the Foundation’s
establishment was granted by them. Upon
incorporating asanon-profit corporation and after
careful review of the Foundation’s charter, a501(c)3
non-profit statuswasreceived fromtheInterna
Revenue Service (IRS). Theboard of directorsfor
QFF areadll volunteerswho must be approved by
Midlothian Monthly Mesting.
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The Quaker Facilities Foundation should not
be confused with the Friends M eetinghouse Fund
maintained by Friends General Conference (FGC).
The Friends M eetinghouse Fund primarily offers
interest-bearing loansto meetings. They aso provide
aplacefor meetingsandindividualstoinvest money,
sotherewill bemoney toloan for the construction
and expangion of mesetinghouses. Occasionaly, if
fundsareavailableand areal needisdemonstrated,
they offer grantsof afew thousand dollars.

The Quaker FacilitiesFoundation hasa
different mission. Itislooking at thewhole spectrum
of helping with the acqui sition and expans on of
Quaker Facilities. The Foundation doesnot make
loansto meetings asdoesthe Friends M eetinghouse
Fund. It does hopeto be ableto make grantsto
meetingsfor their facility projects. Thesharing of
ideasthroughitsweb siteat
www.QuakerFacilitiesFoundation.org, and the
devel opment of fund-raising mechanismsfor local
meetingswill bethe primary focusof the Quaker
FacilitiesFoundation. Eventualy, QFF isanticipating
that many other mechanismsandwaysto help
meetingswill be provided.

The successof the Foundation will depend onthe
support and interest received from Friends. If itis
supported, it will become amuch-needed
clearinghousefor ideas, fund-raising approaches, and
supportin many different forms.

TheFoundation currently offersthreefund-
raising programsto Friends; Meetinghouse$hare,
Friendly Excursions, and | deaShare. Eventualy,
the Foundation plansto support more programsas
ideasdevelop. Recently, aweb siteat
www.QuakerFacilitiesFoundation.orgwas
established by the Foundation to promotethese
fund-raising programs.

M eetinghouse$har e

Mestinghouse$hareisbotha“giving” and
“receiving” programto help Quaker meetinghouses
spring up all over theU.S. It centerson acampaign
through the QFF websiteto receivefrom Friendsa
$5 continuous monthly donationto
Meeteinghouse$hare. Fivedollarsmay not seem
likeitisenoughtohelp- BUT IT IS! If just one out
of every twenty Quakersassociated with
unprogrammed meetings donate $5 each month

M estinghouse$hare, between $600,000
and $1,000,000 would beavailableto grant to local
meetingsEACH Y EAR for their meetinghouseand
other facility projects(figuresdepend onwhois
counted asa“ Quaker”). You cando themathif even
agreater proportion of Quakers participate.
Mestinghouse$harehasthe potential of havinga
tremendousimpact on Quaker facility projects.

Thereareanumber of meetingsstruggling to
raisefundsto build ameetinghouse. Friendsat these
meetingsare meeting in private homesor inrented
spaceswhere conditionsare not conducivefor the
growth of Quakerism. It hasbeen demonstrated
often that meetingstend to grow oncethe meeting
obtainsitsown meetinghouse. A meetinghousetells
thecommunity, “We rehereto stay”. Uponowning a
meetinghouse, the meeting may then need to expand
their worship room, add religiouseducation rooms,
or add other facilitiesthat enhancethelifeand
community of themeseting.

Through Meetinghouse$hareyou can easily help. If
just 5% of Friendsinthe U.S. participateinthis
continuousgiving program at just $5 each month,
QFF could help 40 mesetings each year with asizable
contribution. Vist
www.QuakerFacilitiesFoundation.org if youare
interested in participating inthis program that hasthe
potentia to haveahighimpact on providing
meetinghouses and other Quaker facilitiesfor
Friends. Givingismade smplethroughtheweb site
by alowing Friendsto useacredit card that will be
debited each month. Thecredit card processingis
encrypted and secure. Morethan 93% of all
donationsthrough Meetinghouse$hare viacredit
card go directly to meetinghouse projects, aswell as
other facility projectsof Friends. Sincethe
Foundation utilizestheinternet to conduct business,
overhead iskept low. All operational expensesare
related to credit card processing and maintenance of
the Foundation’sweb site.

The Quaker Facilities Foundation will choose
abenefiting meeting assoon as$15,000in donations
areaccumul ated. Meetingswill be chosen based on
threesmplecriteria

Inexistencefor at least Syears

Continuousbuilding fundfor at least 1 year

Has been on the Meetinghouse$hare
gpplicationlist thelongest (first come, first serve)
Application can be madeto be abenefiting meeting
by accessing QFF sweb siteat
www.QuakerFacilitiesFoundation.org.

Friendly Excursions

Many Quaker meetingsarestrugglingtoraise
enough fundsto build or expand their meetinghouse,
retirement facility, school, or other facility. Thisisa
program that would provide substantial funding for
thesefacilitiesprojectsof Friends. Additionally,
Friendly Excursionshasthe potential toincrease
interaction and visitation between Friendsmeetings.
Also, Friendly Excursionsprovidesan avenuefor
Quaker outreach by conveying to othersthevalues
represented by Quakerism: understanding between
peopl es, appreciation and respect for natureand the
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environment, wholesomeactivitiesthat connect
people, peaceful living, and socialy responsible
concernfor others.
Friendly Excursionsoffersto the public:

Toursand Day Tripstolocd sightsof interest
and education

Seminarsthat inform and educate

Workshopsthat improve awarenessand
knowledgethrough experience

Thefundraisng missonof Friendly
Excursionsisto helplocal meetings:

Increase capital for ameetinghousefund

Providefundsfor any other facilitiesunder

the care of the meeting such asretirement

communities, schools, socid servicefacilities,

S (o

Contribute towardsthe mortgage payment
for any of the above Quaker facilities
Detailed information on how ameeting can begin
their local Friendly Excursionscan befound on
the QFF web site at
www.QuakerFacilitiesFoundation.org.
|deaShare

| deaShareisasmpleidea. Itisaforumfor
Quakersto shareideason obtaining fundsfor facility
projects. Asideasare shared, we canlearnfrom
each other, try variousfundrai Sing approaches, and
report back to each other through | deaShare onthe
QFFweb site about our experiencewith each idea.

To shareanideathrough | deaShareor
report on your experiencewith anideayou received
from The Quaker Facilities Foundation, visit the QFF
web siteat www.QuakerFacilitiesFoundation.org.

BYM SessioNn 10 ExPLORE ‘LIVING IN
HArRMONY'

Friendsfrom acrossBdtimore Yearly
Meetingwill gather again thissummer from July 31-
Aug. 6 at JamesMadison University in Harrisonburg,
Virginiafor annua session. Thethemethisyearis
“LivinginHarmony: CaledtoLiveinHarmony With
OneAnother andAll Creation.” Wewill explore
through plenary presentations, workshops, worship
sharing, and our business sessionshow Friends of
varying persuasions can cometogether inloveto
addressthe concernsof thewider world, in particular
theneed to gently usetheresourcesof our Earth.
Confirmed plenary speakersare Rachel Stacy and
Marshal Massey. Rachel Stacy isfrom Gun Powder
Monthly Meeting and was appointed last year to be
oneof BY M’srepresentativesto the FriendsUnited
Meeting General Board, and planned and attended
last summer’sWorld Gathering of Young (Adult)
Friendsin England and in Kenya. Marshall Massey,
of OmahaM onthly Meeting, isthe co-founder of

Friendsin Unity with Nature, now called Quaker
Earthcare Witness.

Theweeklong sessionwill open Monday,
July 31 with aretreat sponsored by Ministry and
Pastoral Care Committee. Registration for theformal
BYM sessionwill beon Tuesday, Aug. 1, beginning
at 1 p.m. andthefirst businesssessionwill befrom
3-5p.m. that afternoon.

Againthisyear, BY M hopesto encourage
Friendswho have never comethe sessionto attend
by offering “two-free-days’ coupons. Each monthly
meeting will receivethree such couponsand are
asked toidentify three Friendswithin their meeting
who they feel would benefit from attending. The
coupon coverstheholders' registration and room
and board costsfor two days. Monthly meetingsare
encouraged to give additional financia supporttothe
recipientsof the coupons so that they might stay
longer. Meetingsshould consider how they mightin
other waysencourage asmany of their membersand
atendersto participateinthe BY M annual meeting
aspossible.

2006 FGC GATHERING

Greetingsfrom the Gathering Committeefor
the 2006 Friends Genera Conference Gathering of
Friends! We havefelt Spirit ever-present with usas
we have prayed and planned to bring the Gathering
week of worship, workshops, programsand
community for thefirst timeto thewestern part of the
U.S. Wewill gather, God willing, July 1-7 at Pecific
L utheran Univergty in Washington State near the
Puget Sound.

OnMarch 1, Friendscan see* 06 Gathering
detailsintheAdvance Program at
www.fgcguaker.org and can begin registering for the
Gathering on that date. We are encouraging Friends
to useon-lineregistration. Real-time confirmation of
your workshop choicewill beginonMarch 1. Also,
the Gathering may reach capacity before published
deadlinesarereached and registration will be closed
when programsarefull. Printed copiesof the
Advance Program are being sent to meetingsin
North America, scheduledto arrivein Friends
homesno later than March 15.

AFRICAN GREAT LAKES INITIATIVE

No society that feeds its children on tales of
successful violence can expect them not to believe that
violence in the end is rewarded. -Margaret Mead,
anthropologist (1901-1978)

TheAfrican Great LakesInitiative(AGLI1) a
project of Friends Peace Teamsis sponsoring
international workcampsin Burundi, Kenya, Rwanda
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and Uganda. A two-day pre-servicetraining begins
on June 23 near Washington DC. Workcampersfly
toAfricaon June 24 and returnto the US on July 29.
Workcamperswill assist with building or rebuilding
homes, clinicsand/or schools. Visit our websiteat
http://mww.aglionline.org or contact Dawn Rubbert,
Program Coordinator, davn@aglionline.org.

EmBRACED MiNIsTRY THROuGH BYM

[Linda Heacock recently returned from a 6-week
trip to Kenya as part of an “ Embraced Ministry” *
endorsed by her Meeting, Richmond Friends, in the spring
of 2005, and subsequently approved by Baltimore Yearly
Meeting at the 2005 Annual Session.]

My ministry with Friends Peace Teams
(FPT) evolved out of astrong personal leadingto
offer training and skillsgained over theyearsinthe
field of aternativesto violenceeducation, asa
resourceto thework being donein Kenyaand parts
of Africathrough FPT’s African Great Lakes
Initiative (AGLI). With overwhe ming support
received frommy Meeting, Yearly Meeting, my
ministry support committee, family, and friends, my
leading becameredlity in September of 2005, when |
embarked on a6-week journey to Kenya. | joined a
peaceteam of Kenyanfacilitatorsto deliver
Alternativesto Violence Project (AV P) workshopsin
Western Kenyaand Nairobi. Theprogramisajoint
collaborative effort of FPT-AGL I andtheKenyan
organization, Friendsfor Peace and Community
Development (FPCD). AVPwasoriginally founded
inthe United Statesinthe 1970’'sby Quakersintheir
work with prison populations. It isnow international
Inscopewith programsin many countrieson nearly
every continent. Theprogramisdtill initsinfancy in
Kenya, and so they arevery dependent onthe
resources and leadership offered by theAfrican
Great LakesInitiative. AGLI supportsand promotes
peace activitiesat thegrassrootslevel inthe Great
LakesRegion of Africa. Incollaborationwith yearly
meetingsand other peacemaking organizationsinthe
area, AGL | workstogether with native peoplein
local communitiesto deliver programsandtraining,
and promote deeper understanding and community
between Friendsin Africaand thosein the United
States.

Themagjor focus of my trip wasdevoted to
facilitating aseriesof five 3-day AV Pworkshopstoa
diversegroup of participants; including Friends
church members, community officids, police,
teachers, police, and youth. Much of my timewas
al so spent meeting with Quaker activistsand leaders
in Kenya, attending Quaker worship services, and
vidgting severd of themany programsunder the
auspicesof FPCD and collaborating Yearly

Meetings. | learned that FPCD al so sponsorsorphan
support groups (caregiversof children orphaned due
totheAlDS pandemic), programson HIV/AIDS
awarenessand prevention, women empowerment
programs, and an extensive youth program that
includespeer education, community outreach,
economic empowerment, and the use of participatory
dramafocusing on pertinent i ssues such asgender-
based violence, substance abuse, and HIV/AIDS.

Among themost meaningful experiencesl
had whilein Kenyawaswitnessing the profound
impact of AVPonitsparticipants. | believetheAVP
training hasbeen so universally effective because of
itsconcept of “ Transforming Power”, whichisthe
core philosophy of AVP. To me Transforming Power
issynonymouswiththe Quaker “Inner Light”, the
belief that thereis*that of God’ inevery human
being. In our workshops, following aninitia phase of
building trust and community, each group would
inevitably begintoreved their persona stories—
through conflict scenariosshared in small groups, in
roleplays, and large group discussions. It soon
became apparent that no one had escaped
incidencesof overt violenceintheir lives. Violent
outcomes—or the potential for violence—were
shared in countless exampl es: disputesover land or
animals, quarreling between neighbors, domestic
violence, dcoholism, and extramaritd affairs. The
training presented our participantswith many
guestions, some seemed amost desperatefor
answers—how do | deal with drunkenness and
violence in my family, how can | personally
confront the HIV/AIDS pandemic, what can | do
about my anger ?? Perhaps because, collectively,
these participants have experienced their share of
violenceintheir lives, wefoundin genera they
seemed to have understood theroots of violencein
al itsformsamost without question. They were
ready and willing tolook at itsaternativesand how
to apply them. Thismay explainwhy our experiential
exercisesandroleplayswere so effective at each
level of theworkshops. Over and over again,
evidence of “ Transforming Power” was both
demonstrated and noted by our participants.

Inmy 6 weeksof living and workingwiththe
peopleof Kenya, | wasprivileged to learn much
about and appreciatetheir everyday lifeand culture. |
found | began taking certaininconveniences—lack of
plumbing, e ectricity, modern trangportation—in
stride. They were overshadowed by theintense
richnessinthequality of my daily interactionswith the
environment and the people. | wroteof my
experienceof the peopleinmy daily Kenyanjournd:

‘Thereisa spirit of perseverance and
determination in the face of many odds. The

14




Interchange | Spring 2006

NEWS AMONG FRIENDS

average citizen has experienced their share of
hardship. Because of a severe shortage of medical
care, and the prevalence of AIDS malaria, TB
and other disease, most people have lived
through the death of multiple family members by
the time they have reached adulthood. | find that
those | am living and working among
demonstrate a genuine acceptance of and
appreciation for the good things life has to offer,
instead of dwelling on hardship and diversity.
They grieve, let go, and move on. Those | meet
often appear to be living life to the fullest,
reaping gratitude and joy from the little they
have.'

| havelearned that there are more Quakers
inKenyathan thereare ontheentire planet, and that
thereisan enormousamount of visiblegrassroots
work being donein theregion by Quakers—Friends
churchesand organizations—in the name of peace
and non-violence. | am left wondering what Friends
intheWest canlearnfromthisamazing level of
priority and commitment in serviceto others. Our
own Meeting, aswell asother MeetingswithinBY M
asmembersof FriendsUnited Meeting, hasrecently
expressed an intention to look for morecommon
groundwith FUM. Thisdiscussion hasledtothe
suggestion that we can search for individual or
corporate waysto support FUM’s strong peace and
justicewitness, testimonieswithwhichwearein
unity. | strongly resonatewiththisidea. Friendsin
Kenyaare deeply indebted to the help that comes
from the USthrough programssuch asAVPand the
other projects of Friends Peace Teams, AGLI.

My lifewill forever bechanged fromall |
have seen and experienced whileinKenya. | am
now even more convinced that theintentionsof the
Spirit arefor meto continueto bean instrument for
thework in Kenya, and to do my part to strengthen
the* common ground” supporting our joint
testimoniesof peaceand nonviolence.

*Guidelines, Embracing the Ministry of
Friends, BY M Committeefor the Nurtureand
Recognition of Ministry Committeeand Ministry and
Counsel Committee, May 2000

MANY FAcers oF QUAKER CoMMUNITY
Medford L eas, anot-for-profit Quaker
community for older adultslocated in Medford, NJ,
just 18 mileseast of Philadelphia, cordidly invites
membersof Batimore Yearly Meeting to aQuaker
Gathering to be held April 29, 2006, from 9:00AM
to 3:30 PM to explore the many facets of Quaker
Community. Paul Lacey, retired professor, Earlham
Collegeand Board Chair of AFSC, will deliver the
keynote address* Sustaining Quaker Fellowship

Through Community,” followed by apanel discussion
“Investing Yoursdlf in PositiveLifeasYouAge.”
Medford L easisoffering overnight accommodations
withlocal Friendsfor thoseinterested for the nights
of April 28" and/or April 29". Theevent will also
provideopportunitiesfor fellowship with Medford
Leas Quaker residents, aswell astoursof the
Arboretum and Community. Membersof PYM and
NYYM havedsobeeninvited. Registration:

$15.00 per person (includes meals); no chargefor
thoseunder age 14. Reservation Deadline: April 7.
For moreinformation, or to register, please contact:
800-331-4302 or 609-654-3000, Medford L eas,
OneMedford LeasWay, Medford, NJ 08055,
www.medfordleas.org

JEAN ZARU OF RAmMALLAH FRIENDS MEETING

10 SPEAK IN D.C

Pursue JusTtice! SEeek PEeAce!
WoRKING TOGETHER TOo BuiLb A BETTER
FuturRe IN PALESTINE AND ISRAEL

Dear Friend, | wouldliketoinviteyouto
attend an exciting conference March 3-4. A featured
speaker isthe Clerk of Ramallah Monthly Meeting,
Jean Zaru, who some of you have heard speak at
your monthly meeting or at BY M. Theconferenceis
hosted by the Washington section of Friends of
Sabeel NorthAmerica. Sabedl isaPalestinian
Christian organization based in Jerusalem. We
encourageyou to attend and to send thisnoticeto
anyoneyou think might beinterested. Weespecialy
encourageyouto publicizeit at your monthly meeting
and particularly your Monthly Meeting' s Peaceand
Socia ConcernsCommittee. Please post thisnotice
onyour meeting'sbulletin board, and pleasecirculate
the Sabedl conferencenotice onyour meeting's
newdetter or bulletins.

Also, you may wishto ask your own monthly
meeting’s Peaceand Socia concerns Committeeto
serve asacosponsor. Namesof cosponsorswill
appear on the program of the conference. American
Friends Service Committeeisacosponsor.

Most of all, please cometo the conference
and spread theword aswidely aspossibleamong
your Friends. Program and documentation appears
on thefollowing website, www.wiamep.org.

Also, Jean isscheduled to speak at
BethesdaMeeting March19at 12:30and BYM
Interim Meeting March 25™.

Peace,
John P. Salzberg
BethesdaFriendsMesting
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BeTHESDA MONTHLY MEETING

Working with due Quaker haste, the
“Oversght & Pastoral Care Committee” began
seeking clarity onitsnamein 2003. Inlate 2005 we
reached clearness and renamed the committee
concerned with the care and support of Bethesda's
membersand attendersthe* Pastoral Care
Committee’ (PCC).

PCC isre-establishing asupport group
activeinour Meetinginthelate 90s. “ Trangition,
Loss, and Caring.” Thisgroup, led by Elizabeth
Conklinand Margaret Plank, will facilitateworship-
sharing around the challenging changeswearefinding
inour livesaround theissuesof many different types
of trangitions, caring for loved ones, and loss.
Births/Adoptions: Collier Elkington Zug born 11/24/
05toJim & RebeccaZug
Deaths. PhyllisLuckenbaugh, 12/2/04; Nancy
Ellicot Madeira, 2/1/05; Jean Brandes, 2/20/05;
Jerome Steffens, 3/1/05; LindaKravitz, 3/19/05
John Buck, 3/30/05;

Marriages/Ceremoniesof Commitment
Dabney Ingram and Christian Hackett, 10/1/05

CaRLIsLE FRIENDS MEETING

Friendsin Carlideparticipatedin Carlide
Caresfor asecond year. Carlide Friendsopened
their meetinghouse during the month of December to
provide overnight shelter for thehomeless. Friends
also extended aninvitation to their gueststo join them
at their annual Christmas program and potluck, and
to their January potluck.

Thechildren of the Meeting presented a
Christmas program at the Todd Home, aretirement/
persond carefacility in Carlidethat the Meeting has
adopted. We have been presenting programsto
Todd Home onamonthly basisfor approximately 15
years. Themany talentsof the children and adult
Friendswere very much appreciated.

Friends hosted a Second Hour in January
featuring Sandy Grotberg (Chambersburg Meeting)
speaking about her work intheAlternativesto
Violence Project/African Great Lakeslnitiative.

In concert with Friendseverywhere, Carlide
Friendsheld aMeeting for Worshipwith aconcern
for Tom Fox and the Christian Peacemakersheldin
Irag, aswell asacandldight vigil onthesguarein
Calide

We are blessed with many talented Friendsin
Meetingwhowillingly sharetheir talents. The
following poem by Friend Cox seemsapropos.
Blessing on Friends
We have no hidden and secret ends,

For we are not merchants, but only good friends,
Each a sovereign lady or lord

Wth hand in glove, far from spear and from sword.
We do not meet in debt or greed.

We are bound by love and not by need.

Each isa sister; each isa brother;

Each isafriend; each is free from the other.
Freedom is the basis of Friendship’s Nation;

We give ourselves freely without obligation.

From Spells For Personal Power (©),

by Jeremiah Cox of Carlisle Meeting

Deer CREEK

Weat Deer Creek show lovefor each other,
our faith, our community and our world through our
Mesting activities. Monthly restaurant luncheons
have becomeincreasingly popular asaway to
deepen our friendships. Our Meeting Christmas
dinner at the home of the Buchanan-Wollastons was
a“Norman Rockwell painting” withfriendsof dl
ages. Wearegrateful for theinsgghtsof Sam
Trueblood, who led our First Day School discussions
inJanuary. A new study group on Quakerism has
attracted both Friends and attenders. Deer Creek
continuesto participatein community holiday
worship services and has hel ped reestablish quarterly
“community breakfasts’ with other Darlington
churches. Our own Burundi Quaker workcamper,
Parker Bennett, and Clinton Pettus of AFSC
reopened our eyesand heartsto thosein need
around theworld. Holiday projectssupported St.
Elizabeth’s School, the Heifer Project and Pakistan
earthquakerelief. Harford Friends School thrivesin
our midst. WeholdintheLight Friend Tom Fox, his
fellow hostagesand their families, and theendless
other victimsof theWar on Terrorism.

DunNINGs CREEK

Anintriguing First Day presentation wasthe
highlight at the autumn breakfast meeting Sept. 10 at
thebucolic, deep-woodshome of Geneand Holly
Coia. Their daughter Emily, aJunegraduate of
TulaneUniversity in New Orleans, spoke about her
two-month adventurelast summer in an area of
Mexico where abject poverty isthenorm. Sheand
24 other United States citizensjoined 25 Mexicans—
rangingin agefrom 18to 26 —inaprogram
sponsored by American Friends Service Committee
and aMexican association called SEDEPAC.
Emily’sgroup of ninewenttoavillagecalled
Carrizal, 10 hours northeast of Mexico, DF, which
had no el ectricity and no running water. They livedin
thevillage schoolroom, deegping on cots. They soon
learned to beonthealert for curiousvillage
youngsters, whowould watch their every move
through the open windows. For privacy, they bathed
behind thewater tank using abucket and acup. The
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themes of the M exico Summer Project wereculturd
exchange/peace and sustainability. Thegroup cleared
pathsand built retaining walls. Emily’sgroup cooked
and atewiththelocals. Emily learned to grind corn
into flour and maketamales. Shea so got to bequite
proficient with amachete. Most of thepeoplein
Carrizal aresubs stencefarmers. Whilethe host
familieswerereserved and took along timetowarm
up totheir visitors, the children were not so al oof.
They werefascinated by the storiesthe young people
told them, in particular, the detail sof anairplaneride.
The childrenwanted Emily to throw something down
to themwhen her airplanehomeflew over their
village

A concert Oct. 15 at the meetinghouse
netted $816 for hurricanevictims. Gene Coiaand
Band Aid; Nathan Gates, and the Stone River
Gypsiesperformed beforean audiencethat filled
three-quartersof the benches

Nancy Colemanistaking off onalong
Habitat for Humanity gig. Shewill beleaving at the
end of April tofly to New Zedland for amonth. Her
group of 24 will work ontwo houses. Itwon't be
all work and no play. Thegroup alsowill sightseeon
both the north and southidands. A weeklong tripto
Ausgtrdiawill captheadventure.

Our Christmas Eve serviceand finger-food
potluck featuresall of thetraditional Christmas
Carols, accompanied by Susan Williams. Sam and
John Treber read appropriate Scripture passages
between the carols. Every year we decorateacut
treewithwhitelightsand handcrafted ornaments—
thelatter made of styrofoam ballsstuck with
toothpicks, painted white and festooned with glitter.
Friends stand back and hurl the ornamentsat the
tree. Most of them stick.

Submitted by Nancy Coleman

HoPeweLL CENTRE MoNTHLY MEETING
Please see special section in beginning of Interchange for
Hopewell’s care and concern for Tom Fox..

Our meeting continuesto heal and grow
sinceour retreat in June of last year, and wewill be
reporting moreonthat in our State-of-the-Meeting
report. Weregret that our website, http:/
hopecentre.quaker.org has been out of datefor such
along period of time, duetotechnica difficulties.
We plan to be up and running very soon. Wethank
our retiring Clerk, Anne Bacon, for her steadfastness
and wisdom during thelast fiveyears, and we
welcomeour new Clerk, Carol Melby.

We are saddened to report the deaths of two
bel oved members, Brian Landesand Roger Koontz.
We pray for peace in the world.

Submitted by Maggie Stetler, Hopewell Centre’s editor of
“The Monthly Silence” newsl etter

FrRIENDS MEETING OF WASHINGTON
Births/Adoptions.oraR. Krantz born 07/17/05to
Tracy Hart and Gabriel Krantz

Deaths. Elliot“Tad” Moore, 10/19/05; Richard B.
Lynn, 11/18/05; Mildred H. O’ Keefe, 12/27/05
Marriages/Ceremoniesof Commitment: JanetL.
Dinsmoreand FranklinT. Clark, 10/01/05;

Tracy Hart Gabriel Krantz, 10/09/05

LANGLEY HiLL MoNTHLY MEETING

On November 26, 2005, our member Tom
Fox waskidnappedin Iraq, and thelifeof Langley
Hill Monthly Meeting changed Significantly. Tomwas
inhisthird Irag tour with Christian Peacemaker
Teams(CPT), an organi zation sponsored by Friends
United Meeting, the Mennonites, and the Church of
the Brethren. Inthefirst daysafter thekidnapping,
the M eeting worked to copewith being suddenly in
thepublic eye, withreportersand TV crewsall
seeking interviewsand information about Tomand
hisfamily. We organi zed an outdoor candlelight vigil
near anArlington, VirginiaMetro stop ontheevening
beforethe kidnappershad threatened to kill the CPT
hostages, with membersof the Meeting and others
reading passagesfrom Tom’slrag blog. Wewere
gratified to receive support fromtheloca Mudim
community, with whom we have devel oped strong
relationssince 2001, aspart of theworldwidecall to
havethe CPT hostagesreleased. Wearea so
grateful for being heldinthe Light by many BY M
Monthly Meetings, aswell asQuaker Meetingsand
other churchesaround the country.

Asthelast two monthshave progressed,
withthe CPT hostagestill being held, our activities
and concerns have blossomed beyond smple
concernfor Tom Fox the person to abroader
concern for how we can continue the type of work
that Tom wasdoing, building interfaith and
intercultura bridgesand seeking justicefor prisoners
heldinlrag. Wehaveheld aregular seriesof Friday
eveninginterfaith vigils, with 30-40 peoplein
attendance, focused on peace. Following 90 minutes
of worship sharing discussion, webreak for
fellowship, andthenthevigil continuesby candlelight
until thenext morning. Our Peace Committeeis
leading an effort to pressour local Membersof
Congressto call for therelease of information about
all peoplebeing detainedin Iragi prisons. Althoughit
hasbeen atimeof tria for our Meeting, wefee a
renewed spirit of community, and energy towork for
peaceinthewider world.

Submitted by Doug Smith, Langley Hill
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MaAurY RIVER

In November, Peace & Social Justice
committee organized ameeting for five Maury River
Friendswith the Rockbridge County superintendent of
schools. The intention: to begin aconversation about
military recruitment in the schools and to request that
the AFSC pamphlet “ Do you know enough to enlist?”’
be made available alongside any recruitment
information in the schools. The pamphletswill be
stamped with names and phone numbers of local
contacts. Follow-up meetings are anticipated and a
workshop related to counseling those considering the
military isbeing planned for mid-March.

Friends have also held two called meetings for
worship to pray for Tom Fox and the other CPT
members and their captors.

Tasha Walsh was welcomed as a member.
Heidi Fishpaw, daughter of Kathy Fox and Eli
Fishpaw, and Heber Blanco from Argentina were
married on Sept. 10, 2005, in Tamarindo, Costa Rica.
William McLaughlin, husband of Nancy S.
McLaughlin, died October 26, 2005. Family and
friends of Bill and Nancy filled the meetinghouse for a
memorial servicein early November.

MipLoTHIAN FRIENDS

Interchangehasn’t heard fromMidlothian
Friendsin several years. Here's an update.

Some recent changes have occurred
regarding our meetinghouse that we purchased three
years ago. A developer has granted us two additional
wooded acres surrounding our existing two acres and
agreed to also double the size of our parking lot at no
cost. Additionally, he agreed to place five more acres
of hiswooded land surrounding the meetinghouse
property under the care of the meeting so that it
would never be developed. These measures have
ensured that there will be aquiet setting for worship
for future generations of Midlothian Friendsin spite of
the new neighborhood that will surround us. We have
also completed our RE building that accommodates
three classrooms and handicap access.

The Peace and Socia Action Committee
(PSAC) has begun to publish a newsletter with
advices and news related to peace and social
awareness. Additionally, they are now hosting a
guarterly Quaker Forum where Friends explore peace
and social issues. The committee has begun to
sponsor |etter-writing campaignsto government
officialsat our monthly potlucks. Donations by the
committee to a different charity each month have
dramatically increased this past year to several
thousand dollars for each donation. These large
donations are funded by our thriving thrift store, The
Thrifty Quaker. The store, now 10 years old and self-

sustaining with 7 employees, is undergoing major
renovations.

The Care and Counsel Committee has
concluded a 3 year process of discernment with the
meeting, exploring the meaning and process of
membership. There have long been ambivalent
feelings within the meeting regarding membership and
its place within aspiritual society. The meeting
concluded that it views membership as a personal
vehiclefor spiritua growthif anindividual Friend finds
it helpful on hisor her journey. Regarding meeting
committees and positions, no distinction or preference
is to be made between members and attenders. Youth
membership has been eliminated. Accordingly,
we' ve contacted all of our formerly designated youth
members (most of whom have become adults), and
revived their connection with the meeting asfull
members. Many other subtle changesin our
membership process have been enacted to bring our
processin linewith our understanding and conception
of membership within aspiritual society. An
outgrowth of this whole discernment process has been
an audit of our Meeting for Business minutesto
ensure we have accurate membership records. As a
result, 4 “missing” Friends were added to our records,
and their relationship with meeting has been revived.
This whole discernment process has strengthened our
already strong bonds with each other, increased our
understanding of the importance of inclusiveness, and
surprisingly increased requests for membership
significantly. The meeting now has 67 members and
many more attenders — all of whom are able to
participate equally, with novisibledistinction, inthe
life of our meeting.

A charitable organization under the care of
Midlothian Meeting established to foster the
acquisition of Quaker facilities such as meetinghouses
has been revived. The organization, called The
Quaker Facilities Foundation, just established the web
sitewww.QuakerFacilitiesFoundation.org and began
advertising it in Friends Journal. Take alook!

Many of the young couples who once
comprised the bulk of our meeting are now finding
themselves on the upper end of middle age with many
lifechallenges. Yet, the meeting still maintainsits
youthful vitality and energy asit welcomes a new
younger generation of seekers.

PipE’s CREEK

In 12th month 2004 we held a*“ Yule get-
together” which attracted many visitors and boosted
our subsequent attendance by about eight. 1n 2004
we gained two new members (Bill Atwater and Linda
Payne), in 2005 we gained Frank Reitemeyer, and in
2006, thus far, we welcomed Tony Breda. Last year
Dave Rohde's membership was transferred to
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Aotearoa/New Zealand, while Ben Swet’'s and Lynda
Oshorne's were transferred to Frederick Monthly
Meeting. In 2005 we cleaned and repainted the
meetinghouse and installed a new metal roof to
replace the badly degenerated wood shingles. In
twelfth month 2005 we hosted a number of visitorsto
local houses of worship. Bill Atwater isour clerk,
Frank Reitemeyer our treasurer, and Tony Breda our
recording clerk. Our recorder has not yet been
named, but Vangie Baker (newsletter) and C J Swet
(lord of everything else) are acting pro-tem.

SANDY SPRING MoNTHLY MEETING

2005 ended an exciting year for Sandy Spring
Monthly Meeting, our 202" since our founding. The
Meeting grew once again by more than 25 new
members, swelling to over 600 members and over 700
attenders.

The year began with the Membership and
Spiritual Care Committee forming asubcommittee on
Pastoral Care to help assure that, with so many souls
to care for in such alarge area, the spiritual and
physical needs of those in our Meeting community do
not fall through the cracks. The new subcommittee
actively seeks out those with needs and tries to best
match the need with community resources, and has
planned our first-ever Pastoral Care Retreat
(February 2006) to begin to train members and
attenders interested in being part of the Meeting's
resources to those in need.

After four years of false starts, 2005 also
began with the formation of anew Facilities Planning

Committee to assess the facility needs of the Meeting.

Much of the effort so far has focused on our nearly
50 year old Community House, which holds First Day
classes for 11 grades, committee meetings and
functions and avariety of community and Meeting
activities all through the week. Other areas of
concern are parking and right-of-way traffic through
the Meeting property. After holding three
“Charrettes’ (group design sessions) for all comers,
the Planning Committee is expected to make its
recommendations to the Meeting in the spring of
2006.

Like Meetings el sewhere, many members of
the Meeting (in addition to activity by our Social
Concerns Committee) responded to Katrinathrough
both volunteer efforts and donations. We reacted in
horror and sadness with the kidnapping last year of
four members of the Christian Peacemaker Teams,
including our own very dear friend, Tom Fox. We
joined with churches and mosgues everywhere calling
for their release. Unfortunately, they and others
remain hostage to this horrible war.

Our many standing committees, including
Peace (e.g., supporting objectors to war taxes),

Friendsin Unity with Nature (encouraging a deeper
sanctity for the natural world), Advance and Outreach
(arevival of Seeker Sessions!), remain very activein
thelife of the Meeting and the wider community.

We continue to be concerned about FUM
hiring practices, mourn the passing of many weighty
friends (including Mary Lillian Moore, Robert Turner
and Roger Farquhar), and rejoice in another
remarkable Christmas Pageant playing to a bursting
M eetinghouse.

VALLEY FRIENDS MoNTHLY MEETING

With agoal of degpening our sense of
community and with the help of our youth and their
Religious Education |eaders, we each made a personal
journal page containing photos, our name and anything
we would like to share about ourselves. These pages
grace our meeting room. Additional second hours
have given us opportunity to examine*“ our busy,
hectic, over committed lives’ and to discuss our
values. A meeting for remembrance allowed us to
share memories of those F(friends) and family who
have died. An 89th birthday party for one of our
elders gave us the chance to celebrate his many gifts
to our meeting and to realize Valley Friends Meeting
does have a history. Our annual frugal meal and
candle lighting Christmas program was well attended.
Messages shared at both of these events give us
pause to appreciate al that we have, and to share
with Right Sharing of World Resources and the local
food bank. “ Guess who is coming to Dinner” and a
monthly “Back Door Coffee Hour” give ustimeto
visit and become better acquainted. The remodeling
of our basement has offered many opportunities to
share skillsand fellowship. Thisproject isamost
finished and will give us needed additional space. The
peace murals painted by the Shiloh campers are being
framed for the walls.

Current world conditions make us feel the
need to state our peace testimony in avisible way.
One of our attenders donated 4 locust posts from
trees on his property. These have been milled, oiled
by the youth and one has been planted in the ground in
front of the meeting. The next step is to have peace
inscriptions added in the six languages most prevalent
in our community. We are hoping to eventually place
the other polesin the wider community.

Valley Friends continue to support the
Summer Peace Building Institute at Eastern
Mennonite University by funding apartia scholarship
for a student with tiesto the Religious Society of
Friends. We would encourage the wider Friends
community to assist usin growing thisscholarship by
sending earmarked contributionsto Valley Friends, P
O Box 781, Dayton, VA 22821.

Submitted by Beverly B. Moore
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Calendar of Events

12....... Chesapeake Quarter; Baltimore, Stony Run Meeting; Ken Stockbridge, Clerk
18....... Peace-Making Day proposals due to Elaine Yamada, Clerk, Peace and Social Order Committee, Baltimore-Stony Run

25....... Spring Yearly Meeting Day; Stony Run Meeting; Michael Cronin, Clerk

31 —April 2...First Annual North American Conference for Racial Justice and Equality; Burlington Meeting, New Jersey
April

7-9...... Young Friends Bus Trip; Richmond. Please submit your forms to Hope Braveheart.

9. Centre Quarter, State College, Susan Williams, clerk.

21-23... Shiloh Work Weekend, David Hunter

28-30.... Catoctin Work Weekend, David Hunter

May

6-7....... Junior Young Friends Conference - Annapolis MM. Please submit your forms.

11-14.....Eyes Wide Open Exhibit in Washington DC

12-14..... Catoctin Work Weekend, David Hunter

15......... Student Loan Application Deadline, Oliver Moles, clerk.

20....... Friends Wilderness Center’s Open House!  Contact Sheila Bach.

19-21... Young Friends Conference; Sandy Spring Meeting. Please submit formsto Hope Braveheart
19-21.... Catoctin Work Weekend, David Hunter

June

2-4....... The Quaker Initiative to End Torture Conference, Guilford College, Greenshoro, North Carolina
2-4...... Opequon Work Weekend, David Hunter

4......... Centre Quarter, Dunnings Creek, Susan Williams, clerk.

1. Chesapeake Quarter, Little Falls MM, Ken Stockbridge, clerk.

17........ (date and place is not yet confirmed, see BY M website for details as they become available).... Summer Yearly Meeting
Day; Monthly Meeting TBA; Michael Cronin, Clerk

July

7-31-8-6..BYM Annual Session; James Madison University; Lauri Perman, Clerk of Yearly Meeting
15....... HIPP summer institute for Aug 7-11; Registration Deadline; Kathryn Liss, AFSC-MAR website
15....... Harford Friends School Annual Blueberry Festival, Deer Creek Friends Meeting

Receive your |nterchange as much as two weeks earlier by requesting an e-mail notice that it is up and available from the BYM
website. This also savesthe Yearly Meeting printing and postage costs.




