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FROM THE CLERK

Baltimore Yearly Meeting reaffirms The Religious
Society of Friends’ historic peace testimony and Friends’
historic peace witness.  We commit ourselves, individu-
ally and collectively, to live in ways that take away the
occasion for war. We affirm that of God in ourselves
and in all others, including those who attempt to do us
harm. In these commitments we are pulled by an ideal
and pushed by reality. The ideal is our desire to follow in
the way of Jesus of Nazareth and the reality is the suf-
fering and ultimate inadequacy of war.

As we affirm the unchanging principles of peace, we
acknowledge the radically changed nature of war. As
we have in the past, we continue to support and offer a
sanctuary to those who reject violence in all its forms, in
conscience and in deed.

 We understand the need for all of us as individuals to
discern faithfully how God calls us to live our peace
testimony. We  acknowledge the struggle of the indi-
vidual to discern ways of achieving justice and peace
as a means to take away the occasion of further vio-
lence and war of any kind.  We challenge ourselves and
all who share the peace testimony to open ourselves to
the leading of the Spirit, the Seed of Christ, the Inner
Light, so that we can find new ways to make our peace
witness relevant and effective in today’s climate.

Approved at Baltimore Yearly Meeting Interim Meeting
Baltimore, Homewood Meeting         10th Month, 26th, 2002

MINUTE ON REAFFIRMING THE
PEACE TESTIMONY

“THE DEVOTED EFFORT OF EVERY FRIEND.”

While reading one day I happened upon these
words….“God’s law of love … is applicable to nations
as well as to individuals… We cannot recognize a double
standard of morality, one for individuals and another for
nations… We restate our conviction that no plea of ne-
cessity or policy, however urgent, can release either in-
dividual or nation from their duty to follow the law of
love. It is a serious and solemn thing to stand as the
advocate of an inviolable peace… Such should, how-
ever, be the devoted effort of every Friend. …”

My attention drifted from the text of the 1927 Balti-
more Yearly Meeting Book of Discipline into thoughts
of the generation that had found unity to publish those
words. They were Friends whose lives had been for-
ever changed by the horrific violence the world called
“the war to end all wars.” They were certain that “God’s
law of love”, if applied, could bring peace to all nations.

Again, I returned to the yellowed pages and read on…
“If war is to be prevented, the spirit from which war
proceeds must be eliminated, and the beginnings of strife
must be as watchfully guarded against between nation
as between individuals. To give occasions of offense or
jealousy to the inhabitants or to the governments of other
countries, whether by imputing evil motives, by trade or
other discrimination, by needless alarms of invasion, by
the accumulation of armaments or by anything approach-
ing a hostile attitude, is inconsistent alike with Christian
duty and with the best interests of any nation.”

Bewildered by the question, “How long?” I closed
the little volume. It’s seventy-five years later and an-
other generation of Quakers is prayerfully considering
what to say to a world that seems set on violence. Many
Meetings in Baltimore Yearly Meeting are struggling with
words that reflect our spiritual truth and historic witness
of peace. Yes, those earlier Friends were right; “It is a
serious and solemn thing to stand as the advocate of an
inviolable peace… Such should, however, be the devoted
effort of every Friend.…”

Walk in peace, walk in love,
Lamar Matthew, Clerk

Our principle is, and our practices have always been, to
seek peace and ensue it; to follow after righteousness and
the knowledge of God; seeking the good and welfare, and
doing that which tends to the peace of all. We know that
wars and fightings proceed from the lusts of men, as James
4: 1-3, out of which the Lord hath redeemed us, and so out
of the occasion of war. The occasion of war, and war itself
(wherein envious men, who are lovers of them-selves more
than lovers of God lust, kill, and desire to have men’s lives
or estates) ariseth from lust. All bloody principles and
practices, as to our own particulars, we utterly deny; with
all outward wars and strife, and fightings with - outward
weapons, for any end, or under any pretense whatsoever;
this is our testimony to the whole world.
[Text from the 2 Volume 8th and Bicentenary Edition of Fox’s
Journal, London: Friends’ Tract Association, 1891.]
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MINUTE ON IRAQ

We of Baltimore Yearly Meeting, Religious Society of Friends are deeply troubled by the drive to make
war on Iraq. We oppose the Bush Administration’s plans to take military actions against the Iraqi leadership
and are concerned about the tragic consequences of such action, not only for the Iraqi people but also for the
United States and the world as a whole. We believe that all wars sow a bitter seed and that the Iraqi people,
United States citizens, and all the people of the world will reap a bitter harvest. Jesus challenged us to aspire
to a higher standard than an “eye for an eye.” We are not to smite our enemies, but to love them and we feel
obliged, even in the face of evil to follow that admonition. We ask our leaders to use the great power of the
United States in an exemplary fashion to sow the seeds of peace and justice–a harder choice, but the right
one.

Approved by Baltimore Yearly Meeting Interim Meeting Marjorie F. Scott, Clerk of  Interim Meeting
Baltimore, Homewood Meeting House Baltimore, Maryland     October 26, 2002

MEETING FOR WORSHIP WITH A SPECIAL WELCOME FOR

DIVERSITY

A Meeting for Worship With a Special Welcome for
Diversity is held on the third First Day of every month at
10:30 a.m. at William Penn House, 515 East Capital
Street in Washington.

It is sponsored by the Baltimore Yearly Meeting Work-
ing Group on Racism Among Friends and William Penn
House.  The purpose of this meeting is to create a wel-
coming and comfortable space in the hope that it will
help Friends experience and understand what a more
diverse Religious Society of Friends might be like.  All
are welcome.  For more information, contact Neil
Froemming at 202-491-7174.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

The RE Committee gathered on Fall Yearly Meeting
Day at Homewood, and plunged into the work of plan-
ning for the coming year.  Looking back at the success
of our activities at BYM sessions last summer, we’re
talking about finding another exciting RE visitor or two
to be with us next summer, as a living resource for FDS
teachers, committee folks and meetings. We have some
ideas along these lines, and hope to have some specifics
to share by the next issue of the Interchange.

The Committee has produced the fall issue of our
newsletter, “The Quaking Post,” with articles about our
Yearly Meeting visitor, Mary Snyder; some thoughts on
a reexamination of the 1660 Peace Testimony; a lesson
plan; and a listing of web sites containing religious texts
and study guides.   The Quaking Post was mailed out

COMMITTEE REPORTS

to Meetings, but more are available from the BYM of-
fice if any Friend has not seen it and wants to.

The Committee was also happy to be able to offer
Friends at Yearly Meeting Day another of our famous
RE cakes (and THANKS to Phyllis Luckenbaugh of
Bethesda Monthly Meeting for making it!) The cake
was decorated in a way meant to sweeten our continu-
ing appeal for Friends to sign up to teach First Day School
in their Meetings, as a way of ensuring that there will be
“Friends for 350 MORE Years.”  (A few days later, we
were pleased to note that this motto, which the Commit-
tee introduced at sessions last summer, was noticed and
featured in a front-page article in the recent newsletter
sent nationwide from the Earlham School of Religion!)

There was much concern expressed in the Commit-
tee about the increasing prospects for a revival of the
military draft.  If maybe not tomorrow, maybe not next
year, but as a long-term likelihood if our government
persists with its plan for military preeminence through-
out the world. At first blush this issue might not seem
like an RE concern – but dealing with it is certainly a
key question of religious education, especially of young
people, but also their parents – well, just about all of us,
actually.  The draft,  conscientious objection (CO) – and
for that matter the whole “war on terror” itself– raise
tough questions about what the Friends Peace Testi-
mony has meant in our history; what complexities and
dilemmas it involves in a time of a “war on terror”; and
how youth, parents and other Friends can prepare for
faithful and informed responses.   This is a long-term
RE task, and we intend to look into it more deeply, and
find ways of being useful to meetings and Friends. Con-
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cerned Friends can find more information about a pos-
sible draft, CO concerns, and the issues that go with
them at some web sites, including these:

•  “Feeling a Draft,” an article on the Quaker House
web site: http://www.quakerhouse.org/draft.htm

•    In several articles by the Center on Conscience &
War’s site:  http://www.nisbco.org

•  The AFSC’s “Youth & Militarism” Program:
http://www.afsc.org/youthmil.htm

•   BYM Staff who are trained draft counselors
 Chuck Fager

INVITATION TO A THRESHING SESSION

FREDRICK MEETING HOUSE

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2002
1:30 - 4:00 PM

The Baltimore Yearly Meeting relationship with the
Torreon/Starlake Chapter, Navajo Nation, will be mark-
edly changed in August 2003, with the ending of BYM’s
embrace of Patricia Kutzner and her work there. She
will continue to live in nearby Cuba, New Mexico and
be a consultant and friend to the Chapter. We at BYM
face several choices. We can continue simply with per-
sonal friendships between individuals here and at the
Chapter, but no official Yearly Meeting relationship or
oversight. Or we can authorize a working group to act
for the Yearly Meeting, reporting to one or more com-
mittees and/or directly to Yearly Meeting. A working
group currently maintains a relationship with Torreon,
working in conjunction with Pat to bring officers to our
annual sessions and several of their youngsters to
Opequon Quaker Camp. The working group believes
the best answers for the future of the relationship will
come from the spirit  of  as many seekers as possible.
We  urge as many of you as possible to attend the meet-
ing or e-mail Susan Lepper  <slepper@starpower.net>
with your thoughts.

There are several questions to consider:
Is BYM the right vehicle to maintain connections? What
is the meaning to you, your family and Meeting or school
of a BYM/Torreon relationship? Is there a way that role
could be deepened and strengthened? If some formal
relationship is to continue, how might it be defined, with
what requirements for responsible oversight?

A welcome reminder: Attending this meeting to voice
your thoughts will NOT commit you to serve on the com-
mittee or attend any more meetings. We simply want as
broad a discernment as possible at this point.
Mark Your Calendars and Join The Search

Susan Lepper

UPCOMING YOUTH EVENTS

YOUNG FRIENDS

• Thanksgiving Conference
November 29 – December 1
Baltimore, Stony Run Meeting

• Winter Conference
February 7–9
Adelphi  Meeting (near College Park, MD)

• Bus Trip Conference
April 11–13
Dunning’s Creek Meeting (southwestern PA)

•   Spring Conference
May 30–June 1
Goose Creek Meeting (in Northern Virginia)

JUNIOR YOUNG FRIENDS

• Winter Conference
January 10–12

    Baltimore Homewood Meeting
    Workshop: Bookbinding and Masks
• Service Weekend

March 8–9
Adelphi Meeting (near College Park, MD)
Service day in DC

• Spring Conference
June 6–8
Shiloh Quaker Camp (carpools and vans available
from selected sites); JYF’s will help to clean the
kitchen and enjoy the outdoors that weekend.

For more information aboutyYouth conferences,
please call or e-mail Michele Levasseur at 301/774-7663
or <michelelevasseur@bym-rsf.org>

Some Young Friends attending Annual Session are joined by
Lamar Matthew, Clerk of Yearly Meeting, (waving from the
back row) in the dining hall at James Madison University.
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A CASE FOR THE RESTORATION OF THE RAMALLAH MEETING

HOUSE

The Friends Meeting House in Ramallah (on the West
Bank of Palestine) is widely recognized in the Palestin-
ian community as an historical landmark symbolizing more
than a century of much appreciated Quaker presence
and service in this troubled part of the world.  Built in
1908, the Meeting House, with hewn stone walls, red
tile roof, and simple unadorned style is a superb example
of the blending of local and Quaker architectural styles.
The meetinghouse is situated on a tree adorned plot of
land in the center of Ramallah, on the main commercial
street.  It provides a compelling counter-point of reflec-
tive calm in the otherwise crowded, heavily built up busi-
ness district.

For many years the Friends Meeting House served
not only as a place of worship of Friends and other sym-
pathetic Christians on the West Bank, but also as a place
for meetings and activities for other groups in the local
Palestinian and international community.  It was, in es-
sence, a community center as well as a Meeting House.

Sadly, in the early 1990’s the Ramallah Meeting House
was damaged by the conflicts in the area, and since has
so deteriorated that it cannot now be used for any pur-
pose.  In fact, because of damage to the roof, the criti-
cal problem now is continuing deterioration of the
structure that threatens its integrity, and could result in
the loss of this historic and important building.  (Note:
this is one of only two Quaker Meeting Houses in the
Middle East.)

The Work to Be Done
Ramallah Monthly Meeting has approved an effort to

raise funds to restore the Meeting House.  An “interna-
tional committee” of Friends was formed to work with
the Meeting to both raise the funds and support the res-
toration project.  The Meeting has asked the committee
not only to restore the building so that it can again be
used as a place of worship, but also to develop its use as
a center for community building and peacemaking ac-
tivities in the Quaker tradition.  The hope is it could be-
come a host facility to both local and international groups
working for justice, reconciliation and peace.

The committee presently consists of Jean Zaru (Clerk
of Ramallah Meeting), Jim and Deborah Fine (former
Quaker International Affairs Representatives in the
Middle East), Kathy Bergen (of the AFSC), Tony Bing
(retired from Earlham College), Max Carter (Guilford

College Quaker Center), John Salzberg (Bethesda Meet-
ing and Baltimore Yearly Meeting),  and Thomas Jeavons
(General Secretary of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting).

It is estimated that approximately $150,000 is needed
to complete an initial restoration of the Ramallah Friends
Meeting House.

This initiative was bolstered by the decision of Phila-
delphia Yearly Meeting (PYM) at its session in March
2002.  PYM committed itself to a long term, supportive
relationship with Ramallah Monthly Meeting, pledging
whatever help it can offer to nurturing the Friends Meet-
ing, and aiding in whatever ways it can efforts under-
taken by them to raise up and extend the Quaker witness
for peace and justice in that area.  In addition, PYM
committed $50,000 as a lead gift to the work of restor-
ing the Meeting House, and will serve as the fiduciary
agent for the project.

The Vision
Interim Meeting on October 26th approved a minute

urging BYM Friends and Monthly Meetings to consider
supporting the Ramallah Meeting House Project.  PYM
has transferred an initial grant to Ramallah so that re-
placement of the roof and other essential work can be-
gin very soon. We hope as well that the restored Meeting
House will become, first of all, a vital place of worship
in the Quaker tradition–a place where all are welcomed
and encouraged to directly experience the love and guid-
ance of God.

NEWS FROM OTHER FRIENDS

Photo: Jo Jaffray

Ramallah Friends Meeting House
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We hope in addition that, following in the Quaker tra-
dition of linking worship with service, the restored Meet-
ing House will become a place where all persons in the
local community desiring to build a life of peace, justice
and wholeness for the citizens of Ramallah can gather
to make their plans and begin their efforts.  Moreover,
we hope it can be a place where persons of all nationali-
ties and creeds who wish to work together for justice
and peace can come together to pursue efforts to build
a new and better life for all the residents of this troubled
part of our world.  We are committed to working with
Ramallah Friends to support those uses of, and efforts
in, this facility in any and every way we can.

As one local resident commented, “The West Bank
has become a place where hope is hard to see.”  We
hope this restoration and use of this historic Quaker build-
ing can be a visible investment in hope in this place in a
time when it is so needed.

The Invitation
With this vision in our hearts and minds we invite oth-

ers to share in and support this work.  We invite your
gifts to enable the work of rebuilding the Quaker Meet-
ing House, and renewing the Quaker presence and wit-
ness, in Ramallah.  We are preparing to begin the work
of repair and construction on a building, knowing that
we must also be committed to a much longer and more
challenging effort to rebuild a community and build a
future of hope, justice and peace there – and we are
committed to that longer and more challenging effort.
We pray others will join us in this investment in hope.

If you are willing to join in this work, we welcome
your gifts of money, energy and prayer.   How soon we
can begin the restoration of the building we do not yet
know.  We will do our best to keep all donors apprised of
developments as this work goes forward.  Our desire is
to have the funds in hand to complete the first stages of
this work–the repair of the Meeting House–as soon as
opportunity presents itself.

Contributions for this project can be sent to the Gen-
eral Secretary’s Office, Baltimore Yearly Meeting, 17100
Quaker Lane, Sandy Spring, MD 20860-1296.  Checks
should be made out to Baltimore Yearly Meeting–ear-
marked for “Ramallah Monthly Meeting Project”.

NEWS FROM FRIENDS GENERAL CONFERENCE

Friends General Conference has been upgrading its
presence on the web. A new site - Quakerfinder.org -
created by the Advancement and Outreach Committee
allows you to locate the nearest FGC member meeting
in any part of the United States or Canada with a few
clicks of the mouse. The FGC bookstore -
Quakerbooks.org - has enhanced its site making it much
easier to locate and order books in the catalog as well as
to order any other books not listed in the catalog, even
those not currently in print. As reported at the last FGC
Central Committee meeting: “You can get any book you
want at Quakerbooks of FGC.”  The main web site–
FGCQuaker.org–is loaded with all kinds of useful infor-
mation, including explanations of programs and
committee work, descriptions of the Gathering, upcom-
ing conferences, etc. Particularly exciting are new op-
portunities for Friends to work with the newly formed
Committee for Ministry on Racism , the growing Trav-
eling Ministries Program and the dynamic Advancement
and Outreach Committee.

Quaker Press of FGC continues to publish excellent
books and resources of interest to Friends in the
unprogramed tradition. Recent publications include a
totally revised Directory for Traveling Friends, now
updated several times a year, and Grounded in God, a
collection of essays on pastoral care which could be of
great help to Friends serving their Meetings.  The es-
says come from the “Pastoral Care Newsletter” and
include articles on membership, marriage and divorce,
illness and death, and facing conflict in the Meeting.

FRIENDS HOUSE RETIREMENT COMMUNITY
WORK AND LAUGHTER

With the help of several lively faculty members, The
Sandy Spring Friends School/House Interaction Project
really took off during the 2001-2002 school year with
programs nearly every month.

Last fall we had good weather for a school-wide com-
munity service day.  Eleven teachers and forty-four stu-
dents cleaned and weeded patios for an hour.  The proof
of their work was eleven bags of trash.

In March, Bruce Evans and Susan Lauffer brought
thirteen upper school students for a week of community
service outside.  Three days of rain sent the adults fran-
tically searching for inside work and, to everyone’s sur-
prise, many jobs were accomplished and the resident/
student interaction was wonderful.  The week ended
with a pizza party and a skit written and performed by
the students that gently spoofed the week’s activities.

Another high point of the year was a series of weekly
programs presented by the lower school students under
the guidance of Lynda Reese.  Friends House Dining
Services Staff added to the fun by serving fresh pop-
corn and lemonade.

We are looking forward to continuing our relationship
with the students during the 2002-2003 school year.
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BYM BUDGETED INCOME AND EXPENSES 2003

General Revenue 
Apportionment

31%

General Revenue Other
1%

Committee Programs
2%

Annual Session
11%

Camp Properties
8%

Camping Other
5%

Camping Fees
42%

WHERE THE MONEY COMES FROM:
BYM’s 2003 operating budget is $1,079,011. Apportion-
ments from Monthly Meetings  total $319,740. Revenue
is also generated from other sources:
• Fees for specific committee programs like Young

Friends, spiritual formation, silent retreats, and others
($22,250)

• Camp property rental by both the camping programs
and outside groups ($75,900)

• Annual Session fees ($109,500)
• Camping program fees ($415,120)
• Other camping program income ($44,580)
• Contributions, investment income and miscellaneous

sources ($10,000)
Also included in the total revenue but not shown in the
chart is money raised for special projects (like the work
of embraced friends) ($75,900).

WHERE THE MONEY GOES:
• Office personnel: this includes salaries, benefits, payroll taxes, and related expenses  ($147,500).
• Office administration: office equipment and maintenance, telephone and utilities, and related expenses  ($94,050).
• Committee administration: for supporting the administration of committees , copying, mailings, etc. ($19,100).
• Committee programs: for lodging, food, and program expenses ($19,250).
• Camping program staff salaries: payroll expenses for the 110 summer staff ($208,000).
• Camping program expenses: program expenses, food, transportation ($240,700).
• Annual Session expenses: lodging, meals, and program administrative expenses ($107,150).
• Camp properties: insurance, utilities, facilities and equipment maintainence ($78,700).
• Support to other Friends organizations: support for FGC, FUM, FWCC, FCNL, AFSC, etc. ($63,350).

General operating budget contributions com-
prise less than 1% of the budget as shown above.
Because the budget is prepared nine months be-
fore the start of the new year, program growth
often outpaces the budgeting process. Additional
contributions are needed to help fund this
growth.  In the following pages you will read
about some of the programs of the Yearly Meet-
ing and the work of the staff in supporting these
programs.

We want families and individuals in Monthly
Meetings to become more aware of how BYM
serves them. Yearly Meeting programs depend
on your involvement, participation and financial
support. Contact the BYM office or someone
in your Monthly Meeting to learn more about
programs.

Office Personnel
15%

Office Administration
10%

Committee Programs
2%

Camp Properties
8%

Camp Personnel
22%

Annual Session
11%

Committee 
Administration

2%

Support to Other Orgs
6%

Camping Programs
24%



Opequon Summer Report

Enrollment, Finances, Fees, Property, Alumni, and the Future
by Josh Riley
I have witnessed another successful sum-

mer for the BYM Camping Programs. The
articles and excerpts in this newsletter offer
a glimpse of the vibrant spiritual and physi-
cal life at the four camps.  The year-round
administration tends the fire when the camps
are not in session.  Here’s some information
related to the more subtle aspects of operat-
ing the camps.
Camper EnrollmenT

There were 566 campers at camp this
summer.  This constitutes an increase of 46
from last summer due to expanded sessions
at Opequon and an additional trip at Teen
Adventure.  Of this group, 322 were BYM
Quakers representing 26 Monthly Metings.
There were 56 Quakers from outside the re-
gion and 188 non-Quakers.

We had a 90% acceptance rate.  Some
Baltimore Yearly Meeting Quakers did not
get into camp this summer.  Some of this
was due to our inability to accept sibling pairs
at the same camp at the same time.  Over
half of the total applicants to Catoctin and
Shiloh wanted to come to the first session.
This caught us off guard.

I believe some of this demand was due
to the ease of e-mail and online communica-
tion among campers.  While I’m happy that
campers stay in touch throughout the year, if
they all decide that they must come to camp

at the same time, it is a logistical impossibil-
ity.

We need to get the word out now: the
more flexible you can be in 2003, the better
your chances of getting into camp.
Finances

The camping program has an operating
budget of almost $500,000.  Approximately
85% of this is covered by camper fees.  An-
other 4% is covered by contributions from
individuals and Monthly Meetings.  3% is
income generated by the Barry Morley
Camper Financial Aid Endowment and des-
ignated for camp scholarships.  The remain-
ing 8% is alotted for workgrants.

There are other expenses related to the
operation of the camps that are not reflected
in the numbers above.  They can be roughly
estimated at $100,000.  These expenses are
supported by Baltimore Yearly Meeting
through Monthly Meeting apportionment.
Among these expenses are administrative
support (telephone, copying, office staff sala-
ries and benefits, etc.), caretaker salaries and
benefits, and property operating expenses.
This translates into about $180 per camper
covered by BYM.  The BYM support also

accounts for the fee scale favoring BYM
Quakers.

Camp Properties
We manage nearly 900 acres of land. We

rely on the properties to provide wilderness
facilities for our programs.  Only 55% of the
property operating expense is covered by the
camping program’s summer rental.  The re-
maining amount is supported by BYM as
expressed above.  Even with an operating
budget of $63,000 the camp properties are
barely being maintained.  We need to think
seriously about how to pay for necessary ad-
ditions and improvements.

This year we will be hiring a property
manager to help with the stewardship of our
properties and facilities. The property man-
ager will help guide the work of the caretak-
ers, facilitate outside contractors, conduct
facilities inventories, assist with marketing
of off-season camp rental, provide staff sup-
port to the Camp Property Management
Committee, and much more.

To keep up with these growing property
needs the camping program will be increas-
ing its financial support of the properties.

Catoctin Shiloh TA Opequon Totals
BYM Quakers 118 / 67% 73 / 46% 42 / 58% 89 / 55% 322 / 57%

Other Quakers 12 / 7% 16 / 10% 9 / 13% 19 / 12% 56 / 10%
Non-Quakers 45 / 26% 69 / 44% 21 / 29% 53 / 33% 188 / 33%

TOTALS 175 / 31% 158 / 28% 72 / 13% 161 / 28% 566 / 100%

compiled by Josh Riley
Opequon is a different kind of camp.

The arts-focused in-camp approach and the
rich diversity in the campers and staff makes
it one of the most dynamic communi-
ties I’ve ever been a part of.  I had a
wonderful time cooking for a week at
Opequon this summer.  Witnessing the
hard and spirited work of the counse-
lors and staff was inspirational.

2002 was another successful sum-
mer for the program.  Opequon is five
years old and continues to evolve.  We
expanded the program by one more
week bringing the summer to a full six
weeks. This change allowed us to ac-
commodate about 50 more campers.

Camp was just about full in every
session.  We offered two two-week sessions
and two one-week sessions.

We continued to offer a primarily in-

camp experience with a single overnight
adventure, either at camp or away on the
trail, depending on the abilities and inter-
ests of the campers. The single overnight is

a great way to build community and offers
campers a manageable and intentioned chal-
lenge.

Spiritual life at camp was rich--full of
singing, deeply centered worship and wor-
ship sharing.  The walk from the main part
of camp to the firecircle remains one of my

favorite meditations.
The property still offers chal-

lenges. We rely on volunteer labor to
get camp ready each year. I hope
many will participate in the camp
work days (listed on page 6)

Excerpts from Elaine Brigham’s
Director’s Report, 2002

“Workshops continue to be an in-
tegral, central part of Opequon. This
summer’s workshops included: In-
side/Outside the Box, Multimedia Self
Portrait, Pirates, Web, Quilting, Ropes
Course, Games, Dance, Italian Din-

ner, Painting the Woods, Photography, Trail

SUMMER REPORTS

  ~ continued on page 5

~ continued on page 6

THE firecircle  •   PAGE 3



COMMIT TEES

What’s the BYM Camping Program Committee?
by Carol Ahlum, CPC member
Since 1990 when our youngest daugh-

ter at age nine began her first two weeks
at Catoctin Quaker Camp, until last fall
when I became a member of the Baltimore
Yearly Meeting Camping Program Com-
mittee, I held in awe the BYM Camps.
Who is responsible for all the wonders that
our children find at the BYM camps?

From my two daughters attending 6
years of Catoctin and two years of Teen
Adventure, I knew first-hand the hard work
of the Camp Directors, staff, and counse-
lors. After a year on Camping Program
Committee, I now know first-hand the
dedicated, consistent, year-round support

of the Camp Administrator (Josh Riley),
the BYM Camping Program Committee,
and the Camp Property Management Com-
mittee.

The Camping Program Committee
meets monthly from September through
May; during the camping season, commit-
tee members visit and support the Camp
Directors. The Program Committee works
to ensure, based on the Directors’ evalua-
tions, that the camps have what they need
for the next camp sessions.

We create the camp budget, do public
relations with Monthly Meetings, organize
the yearly alumni weekend, and work on
envisioning and ensuring the future of the

by Steve Gilbert, CPC member
Why do I serve on the Camping Pro-

gram Committee? Because I’m allowed to.
Those of us who have been touched

by the BYM camping program are grate-
ful for almost any opportunity to maintain
a connection with the most spiritually nur-
turing community I’ve found – anywhere.
Just as the evening firecircle is the spiri-
tual heart of the camp; for many of us, the
camping program is the spiritual heart of
Baltimore Yearly Meeting.

David Hunter explained recently that
“the purpose of the Camping Program
Committee is to hold the camping program
in the Light.” Since this statement encom-
passes all of us who try to help with the
camps, I think he has captured the essence
of the whole program. The Camping Pro-
gram Committee tries hard to support the
camp directors and guide the development
of the program “in the Light.”  We don’t
always succeed in doing so, but more of-
ten we do succeed.

It is very difficult to explain the BYM
Camping Program to those who haven’t
spent some time within it, or to those who
haven’t lived with a young person who is
transformed by the camping program over
several summers.

Each summer I serve as a cook for a
week, which lets me live on the edge of –
and just within – the camp community.
This is the week I set aside each year for
my spiritual renewal – to let myself be re-
minded of how well a group of human
beings can live and grow together. It pre-

pares me to re-enter the “real world” and
try to do my little bit to build more “nur-
turing communities” — a little more like
the BYM camps.

Unfortunately, I am sometimes dissat-
isfied with the apparently shallower expe-
rience of most local meetings for worship
when I compare them with the intensity
and bright spirit of the camp firecircles and
even some of the Camping Program Com-
mittee meetings. I keep hoping to encoun-
ter worship and community with some of
the camping program qualities elsewhere,
and I’m very grateful whenever I do.

The BYM Camping Program really is
for everyone who participates. The funda-
mental Quaker commitment to recognize
and honor “that of God in every person,”
makes it impossible to design and run an
organization that only serves the needs and
recognizes the gifts of some of the partici-
pants. The BYM camping program is NOT
only for the young campers. When I had a
brief opportunity to talk with Barry
Morley, who did more than anyone to
shape the camps, he explained that the
camps were not really “for the campers.”
He told me that the camps were really “for
the young staff members.”

While campers learn how to create
community as part of their “curriculum,”
the counselors learn even more by accept-
ing responsibility for running that commu-
nity. The structure and process of the
camping program creates a community that
strives to recognize and support the needs
and gifts of everyone. The program care-

fully provides challenges and opportuni-
ties that enable everyone to contribute of-
ten to the betterment of the whole com-
munity, even if only in small ways.

Finally, of course, the BYM camping
program cannot really be for everyone.
Thinking about the kind of child I was at
age ten, I don’t think I could have enjoyed
or participated in the camping program. I
was too self-absorbed and frightened.
Some children are too fastidious or non-
physical. The new evolving Opequon pro-
gram is making it possible for some with
physical differences and for others whose
strongest interests are in the arts to par-
ticipate in a camp that is striving to remain
true to the BYM camping program’s most
fundamental spiritual elements while ex-
ploring new directions.

I hope we can continue to add more
camps as we find that more young people
hear about this wonderful program and
want to participate. Perhaps most impor-
tant, we’re now producing too many highly
qualified and eager young people who
want to continue their connection by be-
coming counselors and staff members. We
may soon have more of these potential
leaders than we have staff openings, and I
hope we can develop new camps or ex-
pand the program in other ways to accom-
modate all who would be able and willing
to help. I know of no better way to pre-
pare young leaders, who can contribute to
the spiritual depth of any organization, help
get things done, and have fun doing them!

Is the Camping Program for Everyone?

camp programs. We struggle with issues
such as how to ensure that any BYM child
who applies is admitted to one of the BYM
camps, and the desire not to raise current
fees in spite of increased rent and the fact
that camper fees sustain over 80% of the
Camping Program budget, and how to plan
for the future of more BYM children who
will want to attend camp.

I now know that the Camp Property
Management Committee meets as needed
to facilitate the work on property devel-
opment to prepare for the next camp sea-
son. This fall, the Property Committee (un-
der the new clerkship of Patti Nesbitt) is

~ continued on the next page
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Who is on the Camping
Program Committee?

Below is a listing of committee
members listed alaphabetically by
meeting. Feel free to contact them if you
have any thoughts or concerns about the
camping programs or properties.

Annie Storr - Adelphi
Ron Akins, Clerk - Bethesda
Rex Riley - Charlottesville
Carol Ahlum - Frederick
David Hunter - Frederick
Jane Megginson - Frederick
Greg Tobin - Frederick
Nancy Beiter - FMW
Steve Gilbert - FMW
Marie Stacy - Gunpowder
Jody Hopkins - Homewood
Patti Nesbitt - Hopewell Centre
Kevin Caughlan - Sandy Spring
Janey Pugsley - Sandy Spring
Peter Doo - Stony Run
Lizzie Fetter - Takoma Park

Ex Officio:
Josh Riley, Camp Admin. Sec.
Linda Garrettson, Director, CQC
Dana Foster, Director, SQC
Elaine Brigham, Director, OQC
Whitney Thompson, Dir., TA

Who is on the Camp
Property Management
Committee?

Mike Alemar, Adelphi
Frank Jannisson, Charlottesville
David Hunter, Frederick
Hank Rupprecht, Frederick
Brian Burgher, Goose Creek
Patti Nesbitt, Clerk, Hop. Ctr.
Alan DeSilva, Sandy Spring
Barbara Galloway, Sandy Spring
Tom Horne, Takoma Park Prep.

Ex oficio
Josh Riley, Camp Admin. Sec.
Arlene Rodenbeck, Stewardship &

Finance
Ron Akins, Camping Program
Ted Hawkins, Trustees

meeting monthly. The continued need for
renovations at Opequon, a kitchen expan-
sion at Shiloh, and the need for at least one
new cabin at Catoctin to meet changes in
the Fredrick County building code, will
keep the Property Committee busy. The
growth of our camp property needs led
BYM Trustees to approve hiring a Camp
Property Manager who will facilitate camp
property projects, as directed by the Prop-
erty Management Committee.

Committee Information  ~ continued from previous page

As parents of current campers, please
know that the Camping Program Commit-
tee welcomes your feedback and involve-
ment.  We also hope you will mark your
calendars now and join us for one of the
Spring 2003 camp work days listed on the
next page; and we hope you will consider
making a financial contribution to the BYM
Camping Programs. Your contribution will
make a significant difference.

Photo of Shiloh Director,Dana
Foster and Opequon Director,
Elaine Brigham hanging out
in one of the outdoor living

areas constructed at
Opequon.

 photo by Coleman Watts

COMMIT TEES

Blazing, The Band, Copper Journals, Sound
Stories, Creative Hip Hop, Puppets, Hip
Hop Dance Troop, Costumes, Navajo
Weaving.  Here are a couple descriptions:

Creative Hip-Hop: We had several
hip-hop/spoken word/creative writing and
dance workshops this summer. Hassan
Delgado who joined us from TA for the last
two weeks of camp, led two workshops in-
volving rhythm, rhyme, free-writing, free-
styling, poetry, spoken word, song, creative
writing, group work, rehearsal, and perfor-
mance. The first workshop culminated in
an outstanding performance including re-
corded performances on loaned NPR equip-
ment that Andrea Seabrook brought with
her. Participants learned about the history
of hip-hop, connections to jazz and blues
as they listened to various pieces of music
and were taken on a historical musical jour-
ney. They then wrote their own pieces,
learned how to record music, sounds and
rhythm, and performed for camp.

Italian Dinner: Maria, our beloved
Kitchen Manager not only ran the kitchen
but also led an overnight, offered afternoon
activities and offered workshops, wowed
us all with this creative, camper friendly,

cooking extravaganza. Campers learned
about Italian cuisine. They made three kinds
of sauce, marinara, alfredo, and pesto, three
types of homemade pasta, Italian ice cream
in a homemade edible cookie bowl, and
more! Campers experienced the art of cook-
ing and explored creativity and the joy of
cooking with others, for others. They jarred
the three sauces and got to take samples of
their creations home to share with their
families. What a delicious workshop!

Copper Journals: Lisa Tompkins, hav-
ing spent the year taking metal work classes
co-created this exciting workshop with Sara
Angel, an art major at Appalachian State. A
generous donation from a friend of camp
supplied us with the beautiful copper. Us-
ing old inner tubes, spiral notebooks, and
metal smith tools, participants created rub-
ber bound copper-covered journals. The
skills acquired as they learned to use tools
and the incredible designs in the copper
proved this to be a valuable and fun work-
shop for campers. They began each work-
shop session with a ceremonial opening,
some journaling and sharing of poetry, etc.
that would soon fill the pages of their cop-
per journals.

More Opequon Summer Report  ~ continued from page 3
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tion to Light that occurs when the Meeting becomes
gathered and comes to a sense of the Meeting.

As previously reported, the Meeting has begun auto-
mating its operations and has established its own Website
(www.sandyspring.org).  One effort has been to record
and update the records of the Meeting’s Graveyard.
Volunteers have begun the task of recording the mark-
ings of the approximately 600 grave sites within the
Meeting’s historic graveyard.  Always mindful of the
privacy of others, the graveyard’s records will be avail-
able on the Meeting’s web site.  Hopefully, this informa-
tion will be useful to those interested in the history of the
Meeting and the community of Sandy Spring.

During 2003, the Meeting will be celebrating the 250
anniversary of its establishment.  Preliminary discus-
sions are underway on how to best celebrate this his-
toric occasion.
Deaths: Katherine Metcalfe, 10/27/2002  Marriages/
Ceremonies of Commitment: Amber Luccini &
Charles Michalik, 10/26/2002

STATE COLLEGE
The Peace Center continues to sponsor an anti-war

demonstration each Wednesday at noon near the Penn
State campus.  The Peace and Social Action Commit-
tee sponsors a silent vigil at the same location each Sat-
urday at 1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.  The Meeting House
was open September 11, 2002 with members of the
Meeting present from 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. to accom-
modate those who needed to remember.

The members of the Meeting helped with the Prison
Runathon.  The money raised went to the Big Brother/
Sister organization.  The Meeting sponsored 10 runners.

A public meeting with a discussion about conscien-
tious objection was held recently at the Friends School.

The clothing committee continues to collect used cloth-
ing in a box on the front porch of the Meeting House.
The box overflows when students leave campus.  This
clothing is sorted and most of the usable material is sent
to AFSC in Philadelphia.  Some clothing remains in Cen-
tre County and given to local organizations that help those
who are in need.

VALLEY
The Meeting encouraged participation in, and pro-

vided transportation to, a march in Washington, D.C., to
oppose war in Iraq.

The Religious Education Committee will offer “jun-
ior” Quakerism 101 for high school-age Friends this fall.

A Women’s Overnight Meeting House Gathering will
take place on Nov. 8th, and will include “playing, talking,
praying, singing, or doing nothing at all.”

YORK
On November 16 and 17, York hosted the Quarterly

Meeting.  Lowell Christy, Clerk of the Seneca Valley
Preparative Meeting, will speak 1st Day, the 17th, at 1:30
p.m.  His topic was “Peace is Patriotic–Quaker contri-
butions to what it means to be an American.”  Friends
looked forward to welcoming other Friends from BYM.

The doors of the Meeting House were open on Inter-
national Peace Day, with several people coming through
the building and picking up literature about peace.

Two Friends of the Meeting have started a “Spiritual
Formation Group” after attending a retreat.  They meet
in the evening and look to see the group grow.  Also,
several Friends held meeting for worship for Eldon Leech
at his nursing home in October and hope to continue as
often as possible.

A Called Meeting was held in October to address the
concern of the homeless men who sleep on the Meeting
grounds. Consensus has not been reached, and we con-
tinue to struggle with the issue.

WASHINGTON
Births: Sean Patrick Healy Hughes, 10/23/2002 to Keith
Hughes & Erin Rabitcheff  Deaths: Leon Kanegis, 10/
17/2002; Jane G. Lea, 10/14/2002  Marriages/Ceremo-
nies of Commitment: Carolyn M. Cochran & Robert
C. Vaughn, 10/12/2002

STAFF NEWS
FRANK MASSEY ON SABBATICAL LEAVE

RONALD MATTSON TO ACT AS INTERIM GENERAL SECRETARY

After fourteen years of service to Baltimore Yearly
Meeting, Frank Massey, General Secretary, will take a
sabbatical leave from January to June 2003.  Frank will
serve as Friend-in-Residence at Woodbrooke Quaker
Study Centre, Birmingham, England.  Ronald Mattson,
former Executive Secretary of Baltimore Stony Run
Meeting, will serve as Interim General Secretary.  Ron
will be in the office a couple days each week and will be
available for Meeting visitation.  He will support the work
of the Yearly Meeting Clerks and several Yearly Meet-
ing committees.  Feel free to contact Ron if you have
any questions (bymrsf@igc.org).

PROPERTY MANAGER

The Yearly Meeting is searching for a person to man-
age our camp properties.  With the added needs of main-
taining the camp properties, committees approved filling
this staff person.  For information contact: Josh Riley
<joshriley@bym-rsf.org> or call 301/774-7663.
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2003
January
10-12 ...... Junior Young Friends Conference, Baltimore, Homewood, Michele Levasseur
February
7-9 .......... Young Friends Conference, Adelphi, Michele Levasseur
16 ............ Warrington Quarter, Carlisle, Margaret Stambaugh, Clerk
March
8 ............. Friends in Education, Baltimore Friends School, Jean Capps & Ann Wilcox
8-9 .......... Junior Young Friends Service Weekend, Adelphi, Michele Levasseur
9 ............. Chesapeake Quarter, Baltimore, Stony Run, Diane Kesler, Clerk
29 ............ Spring Yearly Meeting Day–Interim Meeting, Langley Hill, Marjorie Scott, Clerk
April
11-13 ....... Young Friends Conference, Bus Trip to Dunnings Creek, Michele Levasseur
13 ............ Center Quarter Meeting, State College, Walt Fry, Clerk
May
18 ............ Warrington Quarter, Frederick, Margaret Stambaugh, Clerk
30-June1 . Young Friends Conference, Goose Creek, Michele Levasseur
June
1 ............. Centre Quarter, Dunnings Creek, Walt Fry, Clerk
6-8 .......... Junior Young Friends Conference, Shiloh Quaker Camp, Michele Levasseur
8 ............. Chesapeake Quarter, Little Falls, Diane Kesler, Clerk
21 ............ Summer Yearly Meeting Day–Interim Meeting, Annapolis, Marjorie Scott, Clerk
July 28-August 3  Baltimore Yearly Meeting, James Madison University, Lamar Matthew, Clerk

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

The Interchange is available at http://www.bym-rsf.org/interchange/Dec2002.pdf  Recieve your Interchange as
much as two weeks earlier by requesting to receive a notice that it is up and available from the BYM web site.
This will also save the Yearly Meeting printing and postage cost.


